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Myth with the Times
—Return of Pygmalion—
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Abstract

The Greek sculptor, Pygmalion, created a sculpture which was perfect in shape and fell in love
with it. He prayed the goddess of love, Venus to transform it into a real woman. She answered
his asking, and he finally got married to her. In Bernard Shaw’s movie, <Pygmalion>, the
linguist, Dr. Higgins, brought a street girl, Eliza Doolittle to his home and educated her standard
London dialect and upper—class manners. Unlike the Greek sculptor, Higgins changed not only
her appearance but also her inner identity, then she became 'a new woman’ of the age. Abby
in <The Ugly Truth> seems to live a successful life of thorough planning and pursuing
knowledge, but there is no place for her to express natural instinct and human emotion. On the
other hand, Mike is a totally different type of a person from her. Like a Greek sculptor, he
changes her into a woman who can truly understand other people from her heart and listen to
what her inner-self says to her. The Greek myth metaphorically suggests the way to build true
relationships between people of all times.
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Pygmalion was a mythological character who dabbled in
sculpture. He made a statue of his ideal woman—-Galatea. It
was so beautiful that he prayed the gods to give it life. His
wish was granted. Bernard Shaw in his famous play gives
a modern interpretation of this theme.
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