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The Search of the Habitus Formation Process
in Professional Football Club Supporters
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Abstract The purpose of this study was to analyze subculture of professional football supporters with a view
of Bourdieu's Habitus theory. What sorts of mechanism were worked when supporters formed their Habitus. The
methods adopted in the article was qualitative. The qualitative information on the nature of their fandom was
gleaned from 'virtual participant observation' or 'interviewing' of professional football fans that participated in
discussions on the internet and participant observation of professional fans. The intensity and criteria sampling
method was used to select 6 supporters who had participated in the supporting activities for more than five
years and played crucial roles in running their organization as officials. The textual analysis which is consisting
of translation, coding, and processing was used to mean the identification and exegesis of contextualization cues
that make a text meaningful to the professional football supporters. an intended audience. The findings of this
study were that (1) the subculture variety of activities for players and coaching staffs were the fundamental
factors when supporters formed their subculture. (2) the professional supporters became habitus through the
progressively development of subcultures such as enthusiastic supporters, small meetings, and events relating to
soccer players.
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[Table 1] The general characteristic of research participant

No Name Sex Age Job Officer of Supporters

1 S. R. Han mail 30s late office worker website manager of Deep Purple
2 M. J. Choi female 30s mid hosewife vice-president of Deep Purple

3 M. J. Choi female 30s mid hosewife secretaries of Deep Purple

4 E. S. Jeong female 20s mid college student visit team leader of Purplecrew

5 J. S. Ryu mail 30s early freelancer president of Purplecrew, main leading
6 N. G. Kim mail 50s early office worker secretary-general of Purplecrew
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