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The Effects of Area-Specific Social Network on Life Satisfaction
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<Abstract>

The present study investigated the effect of area-specific social networks on urban workers life
satisfaction. For this, 356 adults over age 20 were interviewed from June 17th 2013 to June 29th 2013.
The findings are as follows:

First, the closeness of family network index demonstrates that participants with higher affective
support have higher life satisfaction. In addition, stronger extended family network brings more life
satisfaction and so does a bigger friendship network. Secondly, the extended family network explains
17.6% of the variance in social networks follows by family network, other network, and friendship
network, respectively. The closeness variable of social networks yields statistical significance on all
categories of networks. The affective support level in the closeness variable of social networks shows
differences as well; family network positively associates with life satisfaction.

The purposes of this research are to investigate the actual conditions of urban workers’ life
satisfaction and the influence of family, extended family, friendship, and other variables on life
satisfaction. If social networks have an influence on life satisfaction, to find the domain of social
networks that holds the most influences on life satisfaction is an important ground in the process of

implementing regional welfare.
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<Table 1> Result of reliability analysis for measurement items

ltems N Cronbach’s a
health, family income,
residential environment,
Life Satisfaction family relations, occupation, 8 .798
social relations, leisure,
overall satisfaction rate
social network size 8 .606
social network strength 16 786
Area— specific Social Network :
(family, relative, friend, general) . emotional _support 8 885
social network :
density material support 8 .903
physical support 8 .903
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<Table 2> Demographic characteristics and life satisfaction of the study subjects

Variables (M+S.D) Category Frequency % Life Satisfaction (M£S.D) t/F
Male 179 50.3 3.38+.45
Gender Female 177 497 3.45+.39 1646+
20~29 7408 357+ .40
Age 30~39 83 233 3.40+.40
(mean 42.05 40~49 85 238 3.40+ .42 3.446%
sd 1.288) 50~59 75 21.1 3.37+.49
60< 39 11.0 3.31£.30
‘ Under Middle School 18 50 3.13+28
(Erﬁzgi“j’gﬁve' High School 164 461 3.35+ 41 P
o 950) College 66 185 3.34+.36
Over University 108 30.4 3.62+.42
(100 1 39 318+ 39
Monthly Income 100-199 152 427 3.35+.38
El}%ﬁg%}’g‘g 200-299 17 329 3.44+ .43 5,969+
od 119,059 300-399 48 135 3.49+ 44
400< 25 7.0 3.72+.40
N 3561000 3404 42

* p<0.05 , ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001
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<Table 3> Demographic and social network of the study subjects

Area— specific Social Network Variables Monthly income Age Education
Monthly income 1
Age .084t 1
Education VASKLER: = 409%** 1
Size .079 272% %% -.108*
Strength -.034 -.047 -.073
Family Network Density-Emotional .025 .027 .047
Density—Material -.086t .059 -.067
Density—Physical -.077 .007 =111+
Size .064 31+ .040
Strength -.106* —.335%*x .084
Relative Network Density—Emotional .081 .068 -.023
Density-Material -.044 .059 -.120*
Density—Physical -.024 .023 -.066
Size J19% 133%x .062
Strength -.019 .046 -.090t
Friend Network Density-Emotional .009 -.059 .051
Density—Material -.068 .01 .059
Density—Physical -.050 .006 .088t
Size =129 .083t -.052
Strength -.019 .046 -.090t
General Network Density-Emotional .001 .057 .016
Density—Material .034 .054 -.025
Density—Physical .000 .095t -.029

*p<.05, **p<.01, ***p<.001, fp<.10
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<Table 4> Life satisfaction and area- specific social network of the study subjects

Area— specific Social Network Variables Life Satisfaction
Life Satisfaction 1
Size -.011
) Strength .066

Family Network Density—Emotional 097+
Density—Material -.0871
Density—Physical = 119*
Size .018
Strength .090t

Relative Network Density—Emotional .066
Density—Material -.058
Density—Physical .013
Size 119+
Strength .066

Friend Network Density—Emotional .037
Density—Material -.009
Density—Physical -.006
Size = 114x
Strength .066

General Network Density—Emotional -.007
Density—Material .000
Density—Physical -.008

*p<.05, **p<.01, ***xp< 001, Tp<.10 sAle] oiZal Zho| Aababd A= ek
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<Table 5> Factors influencing
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@ MBS AZ550<Table 6>, AAHOZ A
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3} 2

life satisfaction according to area of social network (dependent variable: life

satisfaction)
Family Network Relative Network Friend Network General Network
Variables Model 1 Model 2 Model 2 Model 2 Model 2
B(B) B(B) B(B) B(B) B(B)
Age —.035%(~.128) —.037%*(~.135) -.030%(~.112) —.042%+(-.153) -.035%(~.129)
education .265%*(.166) .254%x(.159) .253%x(.158) .260%*(.163) 2T7x(. 173)
Monthly income .006%*+(.002) 006+**(.193) 005+**(.181) .006**+(.211) .006%*(.224)
Size .032(.055) -.025%(-.105) .058%*(.123) -.028(~.062)
Strength .495%+(.160) 1.446%++(.221) .203%(.103) 516+*(.166)
Density-Emotional 660+ *(.134) 231(.058) .283(.083) - 523*( 139)
Density-Material -.127(~.043) =.721%(-.210) -.062(~.014) .437(.096)
Density—Physical ~.355%(~.136) .422(.118) .304(.067) .269(.059)
Constant 23.960 22.199 23.145%* 23.240 23.490%**
Re(Adj R?) A24(.117) 167(.145) 176(.155) 162(.132) 161(.139)
change Re .043 .052 .028 .037
F 16.674%xx 7.686%*x 8.234x%x 7.749%%* 7.352%%x
%p<.05, *+p<.01, **+p<.001, p<.10
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<Table 6> Hypothesis verification results

Hypothesis Result
H1: Demographic characteristics have effects on life satisfaction adopt
H2: The size of area—specific social networks have effects on life satisfaction adopt
H3: The strength of area—specific social networks have effects on life satisfaction adopt
H4: The density of area—specific social networks have effects on life satisfaction adopt
H5: Demographic characteristics have effects on the size of area—specific social networks adopt
HB: Demographic characteristics have effects on the strength of area—specific social networks adopt
H7: Demographic characteristics have effects on the density of area—specific social networks adopt

H8: Demographic characteristics have effects on the life satisfaction through the size, strength and

density of area—specific social networks adopt
V.48 4 7% 718k 7o) AAA mEAEE Zasgth 214
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