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Changes in Nursing Students' Moral Judgment and Ways to
Evaluate the Effect of Ethics Education

Lee, MI-Aie

Department of Nursing, Donguuk University

Purpose: This study was done to investigate changes in nursing students' moral judgment throughout their pro-
fessional education, and to identify more suitable ways to evaluate ethics education by using P (%) scores only and
P (%) scores with 4th scores. Methods: The study consisted of cross-sectional and longitudinal surveys as well as
a study using a nonequivalent control group pre-post experimental design. The participants were nursing students
attending a university in Gyeongju, Korea. The data were collected from September 1, 2006 to October 31, 2009
using the Korean version of the Defining Issues Test. Results: In the cross-sectional survey, there was no significant
difference in the nursing students' moral judgment scores according to their school grades. In the longitudinal survey,
nursing students' moral judgment scores did not change significantly over the duration of their education. In the non-
equivalent control group study, the effectiveness of nursing ethics education was identified by P (%) scores only.
Conclusion: The evidence indicates that nursing professional education does not influence the development of nurs-
ing students' moral judgment, and using P (%) scores only seems to be a better way compared to other ways to eval-
uate the effects of nursing ethics education.

Key Words: Nursing education, Ethics, Moral judgment
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Table 1. Contents of Ethical Education

Time  Contents Methods Hours
1 The nature of biomedical ethics Lecture 2 hours
2 The theories of moral development Lecture 2 hours
3 The principles and rules of biomedical ethics Lecture 2 hours
4 The process of ethical decision making Lecture 2 hours

Nursing practical issues (genetic engineering, reproductive technology, Discussion & Presentation 2 hours

human cloning)

6 Nursing practical issues (abortion, euthanasia, DNR) Discussion & Presentation 2 hours
7 Nursing practical issues (organs transplantation, advanced directives) Discussion & Presentation 2 hours
8 Nursing practical issues (nurses' relationship with institution and other Discussion & Presentation 2 hours

professions)

DNR=do not resuscitation,
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Table 2. Homogeneity of the Participants' General Characteristics (N=83)
Exp. (n=30) Cont, (n=53) 2
Characteristics Categories x° (p)
n (%) n (%)
Gender Female 30 (100.0) 48 (90.6) 3.01 (.083)
Male 0 (0.0) 509.4)
Religion Religious 15 (50.0) 25 (47.2) 0.06 (.804)
Not religious 15 (50.0) 28 (52.8)
Order of birth Eldest 17 (56.7) 31 (58.5) 2,76 (251)
Middle 4(13.3) 2(3.8)
Youngest 9 (30.0) 20 (37.7)
Size of hometown Big city " 11 (36.7) 25 (47.2) 1.50 (.472)
Middle-small city * 13 (43.3) 22 (41.5)
Rural area 6 (20.0) 6 (11.3)
Father's education > Middle school 1(3.3) 36G.7) 3.00 (.224)
High school 16 (53.4) 18 (34.0)
> College 13 (43.3) 32 (60.4)
Mother's education > Middle school 0 (0.0) 4(7.5) 3.18 (.204)
High school 23 (76.7) 33 (62.3)
> College 7 (23.3) 16 (30.2)
Family income <200 1(3.3) 5(9.4) 2,16 (.541)
(10,000 won/month) 201~300 9 (30.0) 20 (37.7)
301~400 8(26.7) 13 (24.5)
>401 12 (40.3) 15 (28.4)

Exp.=experimental group; Cont.=control group.
T Population < 1,000,000; f 100,000 < population < 1,000,000.
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Figure 1. Participants' moral judgment scores (2006) (N=156).
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Figure 2. Changes of moral judgment scores with school years

(2006~2009).
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(%) H5e2] ARE AXFoIA, BT 44 010014 41 272 2,74
7 stEhstgl ot ol2fgt steto] BAIKOR fofshA] b
(t=0.77, p=.448) ¥hA 272 47 17914 40 882 Z-A| %]
° 2 fofsiAl 6.294 sl dth(t=2.31, p=.025).

= 9

B AFgAEe] =Y #dE 5 P (%) HeE 40,41~
47 172 Jeht -2luet 713359 P (W) A= Had
41.79~52.93 (Han & Ahn, 1995b; Kim et al., 2003; Lee,
2008a, 2008b; Lee et al., 2005, 2006b)Z} B]2=3} 3}, o] A
< H= EAE] P (W) e Hard 38.14~51.78
(Krawczyk, 1997)3% Hl$:3 A2 @=3 vl e stlE
o] =Y gL A2 H]5=gt 210 = JERITE Rest (1979)
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Table 3. Analysis of Effects of Nursing Ethics Education (2008) (N=83)
; @ Pretest Posttest e )
tem oups a] t
e M=£SD M=*=SD P P

4 Stage Exp. (n=30) 16.87+7.33 17.67+7.16 0.80 0.46 (.652)
Con. (n=53) 14.08£7.96 15.92£7 .38 1.84 1.36 (.179)
Gap 279 1.84
t(p) 1,58 (.118) 1.05 (.298)

p %) Exp. (n=30) 44.01£13.14 41.27%9.78 -2.74 -0.77 (.448)
Con. (n=53) 47.17£12.69 40.88+14.77 -6.29 -2.31 (.025)
Gap 3.16 6.29
t(p) 1.08 (.285) -0.15 (.885)

Exp.=experimental group; Cont.=control group.

(%) 5= 40.0 o)/ A3lollA =Y Aol 71 =
Do 2 BFact 1HBR ST v)=o] 7FE sy
AL3loA =E AdEo] 71} w2 Ade AHEE &
At

£ AT IAEL] P (%) R Bard 40.41~47.172 %
U} oFAE2] P (%) A= Bard 41.60~49.10 (Hong,
2000; Kim et al,, 2003; Kim, Sung et al,, 2005)3} #]<=3} 9]
o & B AT 45E Al 12,83~ 18.282 ¢
vt 215 E L] 447E AR Bald 6.80~17.08 (Ahn et
al., 1996; Han & Ahn, 1995b; Kim et al., 2003; Lee et al,,
2000b)7 HlszElAal oFHRE] 4E AR Had
13.77~16.85 (Kim et al , 2003; Ahn et al., 1996)2}= H]<=
skoict. =, el It sty ot e =Y AdE A
F7H AR vt e & AT ol5 Y =Y AT Y
A7t AR vt AL olE0] EYA o R A EAS
ok & atel] Hlet 245 WE Aolgke orlz X,
o) g @AeA kAL oAl =Y A Z-Fo] AlZtsiA
A 7Fs A2 HlaE] g Ao R S H)

kA ZARAA shd 2E P (%) e} 4575 A5
ztol= EAA LR frolahA] o} shdo] SEpltigte A
A= =Y Aol ou] A WA= B= AoR
velsith o]t Ay 9 A A AP ATE
(Lee et al., 2005; Park et al,, 2012) 2] A¥}e} AX|5} YL 2
A9 T Aosl AAF, B A0
olA] T gl P (06) e 45 A o]
2 W52 W 4 ek ofv] gl WskaA) esiet. ol
A3t AN, EIYES TR FEA LS UM A
P ATE(Kim et al,, 2003; Lee, 2008b; Park et al., 2012)
of Astst AXstgich. T B ATRIAEE AR
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WS e 49 BoE BY Ao o] QA wiskelA] ¢
e 42 S 8- THA AT E St dAHA A T A
0|59 47F AT TAHLE FootA| FA
T3] Fsehe AR vehged, shdo] izt wet
S 4 A7t 4T 2 Q7 AdE A ATEY
(Lee, 2008b; Park et al,, 2012) A7els AX|sl= Ato]
o}t shdo] St s 47F AV et 2l Wt 2
A& EFohe Hl=rt Astdrhs 9u| 2, o|E0] AP
As vl AR AHE & 7FsAdo] SolzlE ofmjolnt, 1
2} o] AL o5 o] o} HA| o] Y E Blofbax7HA] $
AF=2] AL 98l A4 BEFs & 7bFsd, 9l Hroke 9
njolo}, YR ItSAPL vlEe] EAtE dels thilshs
LToARA ASH 07 T3] Halxe AEstd Ao
u olE BAS o e TARR W RS AIE davt
At

Kim (2004)& 3t 50] BEsh= distdgo] 252 &Y
Aol JekS vX= F2 a9lojzlar A7bstedtt. Kim
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=T &, SMEL 'R QPHIES sV HAIE 438l
of 37| wioll T2 sho] SMIET wFshs ‘SR A
ol Y5 FHokaL & 7Fs = = 19} T?MI s A&
W& A B 7 3G lA S
£l 9% 2 75 e sAlE ‘11*] A=Y =
g e ol = mRTHKrawezyk, 1997). 19H|
SEuEtelld AAE AFE(Kim, 1999; Lee, Ahn, Kang,
Seomun, & Shin, 2006a) 9]l 2J5}H 7FEALES] =Y Hcty
o] 7tz shE ] Ty At ur) vke Ao 7 Yl 1
2aL o]t o AlEe] B BY AdE JA| SPE =
9 e A oA sk 82l Fell ‘6}14"‘ % 1=
Hug 713 sEe] £ FaES e te
SRS HAA AaLE vlE o 2 sh= AAIAQL B
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