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The Differences in Children’s Play Behavior according to the Level of their Playfulness,
Leadership and Communicative Abilitys
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the differences in children’s play behaviors in terms
of their levels of playfulness, leadership and communicative ability. The subjects were 152 children
aged between 3 and 4, and their 20 teachers at 10 child care centers in the Seoul and Gyeonggi area.
The results of this study suggested that play behaviors were related to the level of playfulness,
leadership and communicative ability in 3 and 4 years old children. Among these children, those who
scored highly in terms of their playfulness, leadership and communicative ability were involved more
frequently in both ‘group play’ and ‘symbolic play’ whereas those who achieved lower scores were
more frequently involved in ‘solitary play’ and ‘functional play’. However, in case of ‘constructive
play’, significant results were not found in relation to the independent variables named in this study.
‘Parallel play’ and ‘games with rules’ were the only categories within which the findings revealed that
children’s play behaviors have shown different patterns according to the age of the child and to the

levels of those three independent variables mentioned above.
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<Table 1> Means and one way ANOVA according to the level of children’s playfulness (V= 152)

The level of 3-year olds (1=76) 4-year olds (z=76)
children’s . . . .
playfulness High Medium Low High Medium Low
(7725) (1724) (1=27) F (1725) (1=26) (1=25) F
Play behavior M(SD) M(SD) M(SD) M(SD) M(SD) M(SD)
Solitary 44, 425, 9.15 .08, 2,62, 6.44,
Play (92) (6.12) (5.14) 2308 (28) 4.11) (6.67) 1256+
Social Parallel 3.04 542 5.96 '3 1.36, 235, 5.60, 8 00
Play Play (4.80) (5.23) (5.10) (1.89) (2.30) (5.75)
Group 16.20, 10.79, 2.56, 1,395 18.20, 1431, 6.84 25 50k
play (5.24) (7.28) (3.07) (2.08) (6.23) (7.40)
Functional 1.76, 5.8% 6.04, 5138 96, 2,65, 6.24, 1096+
play 2.72) (4.04) (8.10) (2.13) (3.11) (5.99)
Constructive 6.4 7.54 9.74 280 6.48 7.15 6.72 10
Comive Py (499 (%) (40 @5y Gy 65y
Pl i
ay Symbolic 9.64, 5.17 144, 25 3 9.64, 8.54, 3.52, 2 Tt
Play (4.64) (5.22) (2.01) (6.21) (5.18) (6.18)
Games with ~ 1.84, 171, 5% 3,49+ 2.56 240 92 156
rules (2.06) (2.35) (L.05) 4.86) (3.87) (147)

(
1p< .05, #p< Ol #xxp< 001, g @ B2 EA= AW bl F23 2o gl

Qe AYS o ol & o vEth

2.0 3M9} OF 4N Rofe] Z0IFTA 50
M2 S0[3%E

Table 20 41¢} o], A}3]H Ho] F, Exs
o] Wk 3A(F = 30.62, p < .001)%} ¥+ 4Al|(F =
2927, p < .001) frole] Eo|FEA F=Fd w
g frolgt Afolg yetdet, W 340, 7 44
BT Bo|FRd dide] F - AR &
Azolg T Wol 3 ZoE Yyt Wis
o] JA], ¥ A= BO|FEA F(M = 6.58) -
SHM = 5.68)F o] A THAM = 2.08) Ko}, T
4 BolFEA DM = 5.04)0] F(M =
2.56) - AWM = 1.60)ET} HaPzo] Hxr}

o =k Fezo] 3k ok 34|(F = 45.88, p
< .001)9} Wk 4A4|(F = 45.11, p < .001) o}
so|FEA FFol wEt Fog ApolE UEH
<, T 3ME =olFEA WM = 17.33) 7T
o F(M = 93)FTRT}, FHT| HHTHM
= 329)RT} FAehzolE o Bo| a1, THaAe
EO|FEA (M = 18.04) - F(M = 15967
o] I = 5.69)HT} JEolE Tt Hol
& AS=E YEhth

&3, JAAA =o] F, VeEele ¥ 3AF
= 10.02, p < .001)¢ ¥+ 44(F = 16.06, p <
001) frobe] EolFA FTdd mE Fosh
zpolE B, = U 3A9F w4 BF =
o|F& stTo] F - AR} V5]

He7E o =99tk 53 W 34l So|FEA

- 181 -



8 Korean J. of Child Studies Vol. 34, No. 1, 2013

<Table 2> Means and one way ANOVA according to the level of children’s leadership (N =

152)

The level of Children’s

Three years children (7=76)

Four years children (7=76)

Leadership  pigh  Medium  Low High  Medium  Low
F24) P4 (29 F GRS 25 (r26) F
Play behavior MSD)  MSD)  MSD) MSD)  MSD)  MSD)
. 42, 333, 9.64 LN 9%, 17h
Solitary play g3y sy gy 08 65 @ll) 63y DT
Social 208, 658 568 160, 256 504
Py Tl Py e sy a0 T o) o) ey
1733, 938, 329, L. 1804 1596 569
Gow Py 3g))  qee) ey PO 026 @4 6oy P
, 150, 396, 175 L L0k 19 6T,
Runctional play 56y w7y 68 P o) ey ssey 000
. 629 925 829 72 720 608
Comitve O gy o sey Y wse esy sey  f
Play , 996, 492, 168 940, 932, 319
Symbolic Play o0 a4y sy B 1) e 3 0 O
. 2.08 117 89 250 236 96
Games with rules 2.48) (1.79) (132) 273 (3.79) 467 (67) 1.36
xp< 05, #kp< Ol ##kp< 001, a : B FAE HG 7Hol] §98 2o Sl
BRHM = 9.96)°] THHM = 492)E}, & o, B 4Ale AT TY FFE FWM = 175
o] HAGM = 1.68) T} AA=0)E o B 6) - (M = 14.52)F o] - THM = 7.54) BT}
o) S, W 4AlE ol AWM= 040)- 3T ATHEolE o Bol @ Ao ek, W, 3
THM = 9.32)°], M = 3.19EH FA= gEole T 4A AT AT Y FE
o] =7} o E9kth E Fog Aolrt e, AMSHS A
«W*ELE‘ SE F(M = 296) - SAAHM =
301 349} OF 44| S0l0| JARESE 2% 462)0] ARTH(M = L64RTH Hal=o] Mzs}
of nj2 Zo[s o B, B4, A7 B0l F AR B
3AI(F = 11.98, p < .001)} Tt 4A4|(F = 8.76, p
Table 364 ¢} Zo] AMS|F o] F, TAb= < .001) frote] oAlAGsd FFdd e 9
o ¥ 4 BT fole] dAAESY £E @ A0l BAD, AFES A% M9t v
SR do] = - AHYRT ExEo|E ¢ ®ol 4A| BF JraEsy a7 - Tl 3§t
Ak EH W A ONREFEY F Y= AT HO APECS o Bol Tk W, s
1548) ko] (M = 11L1NATET, FZ o] ol Tk 4A] frofoll ARt YrtAFSE FFo
SAHM = 289D A=olE o wol 1 TBE FF FHolh ek, = AsE
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<Table 3> Means and one way ANOVA according to the level of children's communicative ability
(V=152

e level of Children’s Three years children (7=76) Four years children (7=76)

Communicative

ability High Medium Low High Medium Low
(7=25) (7=24) (=27) F (7=25) (7=25) (7=26) F
play behavior MSD)  MiSD)  MiSD) MSD)  MiSD) MSD)
Solitary 2.28, 3.03, 8.48, 1104k .60, 1.64, 6.42, 11,37
Play (4.99) (4.86) (5.64) (2.60) (3.11) (6.07)
Social ~ Parallel 2.88 542 6.11 205 1.64, 2.96, 4.62, 160
Play Play (4.49) (5.35) (5.13) ' (3.11) (3.76) 4.79) '
Group 15.48, 1117 2.89 31 O 17.56, 14.52, 1.54, 18 265
play (5.88) (7.34) (3.81) (4.85) (6.03) (7.12)
Functional 3.68 3.92 6.00 134 1.40, 2.68, 5.65; 6,695+
play (7.45) (4.80) 4.21) (343) (3.07) (.74
Constructive ~ 6.92 7.96 8.93 05 6.32 724 6.81 18
Cognitive  play G504 (54) 63 Gl (546 684y
Pl i
ay  Symbolic 8.00, 6.37, 1.89 11,98k 10.76, 7.16, 3.96y 8 T
Play (5.46) (5.36) (2.90) (6.46) (5.68) (5.22)
Games with  2.04, 1.42, 67y 3,50+ 2.36 232 2.15 55
rules (2.01) (2.24) (1.30) ' (4.37) (2.99) (3.68) '

A AR 4ol 7AF Aol o

rlo
o

#p< 05, wxp< 01, wekp< 001, g @

S8 2z %M = 565)0] JALESE & = Ho|x gt
T F(M=268) - F(M=140) TR} 7)5E
H

A e 5 3ANAT SJAkz V. 39

EF 749 d =9 9 A&
558 $70 BE §o8 Aoyl Ve,
5, MRBTY FF HM = 204) - FM - 1. 2k 32t 24N ROte| S0l w20l [
142)7 o] sHM = 6NFTRT A AE A E S
o

1 o Wl & A0 vk aoks, A}

5|14 zo| T EAbEole} Fukmo], XA = gk 349} Tk 44 frobo] ALSlF EoldEe
o] T AAEcle F 9% EF JAAESHY T 9% BF Bl £FEe] w2 FJYY fole
FEo W2 fost zols JehEARL W HAezolg, ol 70l ¥ Ju fole
o8} 7T Eole T 4AlAIT, T2 A= Al EAEo|E Wol 3= ASE YEHT: o= =
AL T 3T AT TE e wWE o<l 3] 891 T AlA A AT AR
F93 o= BT FF, FAEE F A o] Avzole} §93 Aol g, Al
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