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Korean Mothers’ Beliefs Regarding Toddlers’ Temperament, and their Reactions
to What they View as Desirable and Undesirable Behavior *
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to explore Korean mothers’ beliefs regarding their toddlers’
temperament, including what they believe constitutes desirable and undesirable behavior, and their
resulting reactions. Data were collected int the process of interviewing 50 Korean mothers of toddlers
(whose average age was 34.1 Months, and of which 54% were boys). Results revealed that mothers
considered ‘High-Sociality’, ‘Positive Affect’ and ‘High-Effortful Control’ as desirable temperaments,
whereas ‘Negative Affect’, ‘Under-Effortful Control’ and ‘Low Sociality” were considered to be
undesirable temperaments for toddlers. Mothers cited the importance of child ‘Sociality’ and
‘Development’, ‘Easiness of Parenting’ and ‘Child Happiness’ as the reasons for their beliefs. While,
they considered ‘Negative Affect’, ‘Under-Effortful Control’ and ‘Low Sociality’ to be undesirable
temperaments, citing ‘Sociality’, ‘Difficulty of Parenting’, ‘Development’ and ‘Child Safety’ as the
reasons. Finally, mothers were more likely to give verbal encouragement or physical encouragement
such as hugging, in responding to desirable behavior on the part of their child, whereas they were

more likely to give firm inhibition, reasoning or inconsistent reaction to their child’s undesirable

« o] =R 20123AE ojsfelqtheta HAEH) ATERS] AR,
¥ o] = 20125 F=okestd] HA Shatid] ¥oE I =
ECEELER LR L ERRRE
P olgleixiistu tjetel ob ety Welwe
Corresponding Author : Ki Bong Yun, Dept, of Child Development, Graduate School of Ewha Womans University,
11-1 Daehyun-dong, Seodaemun-gu, Seoul 120-750 Korea
E-mail : minashoho39 @naver.com

o]
.

Sl

© Copyright 2013, The Korean Society of Child Studies. All Rights Reserved.

- 103 -



2 Korean J. of Child Studies Vol. 34, No. 1, 2013

behavior. Many of the mothers’ beliefs varied depending on the child’s gender. Results were discussed

in relation to cultural perspectives.

Key Words : 7] &(temperament), 21 (belief), 2717 HoKtoddler), 7]&o| digh ojwy kg

(mothers’ reactions to temperaments).
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<Table 1> Descriptive statistics for participant variable (A = 50)

Variable N (%) Variable N (%)
Education of mother
Gender of children High school 1(2%)
Boys 27 (54%) College 11 22%)
Girls 23 (46%) University 24 (48%)
Graduate school 13 (26%)
. Age of mother
Age of children N
18~23month 21 (42%) 28-30yrs. 5 (10%)
31~35yrs 29 (58%)
24~29month 17 (34%) 36~39yrs 14 (28%)
~ 0
30~36month 12 (24%) over 40yrs 2 (4%
Birth order of child
Firstborn 6 (12%) Occupation of mother
Second eldest 12 (24%) House keeper 34 (68%)
Third child 3 (6%) Working 16 (34%)
Only child 29 (58%)
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<Table 2> Toddlers’ desirable temperament characters

Boys (n=27) Girls (n=23) Total (n=50)
Desirable temperament characters
f % f % f %
High-sociality 22 52.5 18 52.9 40 527
Positive affect 14 333 12 352 26 342
High-effortful control 6 14.3 4 11.7 10 13.1
Total 42 100 34 100 76 100
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<Table 3> Toddlers' undesirable temperament characters
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Boys (n=27) Girls (n=23) Total (n=50)
Undesirable temperament characters
% f % f %
Negative affect 21 37.7 19 67.9 40 58.6
Under-effortful control 13 29.5 5 17.9 18 25.0
Low sociality 10 22.7 4 14.3 14 19.5
Total 44 100 28 100 72 100
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<Table 4> Reasons why Koreas mothers provided

temperament character
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for the importance of each toddlers desirable

Boys (n=27) Girls (n=23) Total (n=50)
Reason

f % f % f %
Sociality 27 54.0 21 552 48 54.5
Development 14 28.0 6 15.7 20 22.7
Easiness of parenting 4 8.0 8 21.1 12 13.6
Child happiness 5 10.0 3 7.9 8 9.1
Total 50 100 38 100 88 100
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<Table 5> Reasons why Koreas mothers provided for the importance of each toddlers’

temperament character

“dutgo A 27] rleUlE =HA geva
(WE 21A) H2 S F3) ad g2zt
¥ a8 %”

(3471¢ oote] ofmn)

ol A@ARE A) A%HY, ATEH
W, & o Yol Ul AEAE, 24 o
olAel WS sk QoIA, A7) Adle) 37
e AZa 238 U 94, AE ol

Z] 97 g2 Al B EX] = Al QE
& SlE ol 3] wM] RER

AlHETh
X ogEe Ax... 2"
(187H%J okl ojrin)

91] o]+ &3 Park & Cheah (2005)°] 71
33 2158 A9 colf 71EE Fasle] =
sket A}, ARS|A o] f(Sociality)(35.6%), F5<]
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2] o]f(Development)(17%)Z UEFstTHTable 5
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undesirable

Boys (n=27) Girls (n=23) Total (n=50)
Reason

f % f % f %
Sociality 13 36.1 8 347 27 35.6
Difficulty of parenting 9 25.0 9 39.1 18 305
Development 7 19.4 3 13.1 10 17.0
Child safety 7 19.4 3 13.1 10 16.9
Total 36 100 23 100 59 100
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<Table 6> Mother's reaction when toddler showed desirable temperament character

i Boys (n=27) Girls (n=23) Total (n=50)
Reaction

f % f % f %
Verbal encouragement 18 58.0 22 64.6 40 61.6
Physical encouragement 7 22.6 7 205 14 21.6
No-reaction 5 16.1 5 14.7 10 15.4
Material rewards 1 32 0 0 1 1.5
Total 31 100 34 100 65 100
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<Table 7> Mother’s reaction when toddler showed undesirable temperament character

Reaction Boys (n=27) Girls (n=23) Total (n=50)
f % f % f %
Firm inhibition 11 24.4 6 14.3 17 19.5
Reasoning 10 222 5 11.9 15 17.2
Problem-solving reaction 7 15.5 6 14.3 13 149
Minimization reaction 4 8.9 8 19.0 12 13.7
Distress reaction 4 8.9 6 143 10 114
Punitive reaction 1 22 3 7.1 4 4.6
Inconsistent reaction 8 17.8 8 19.1 16 18.3
Total 45 100 42 100 87 100
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