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- Focus on clothing behaviors and attitudes toward traditional dresses -
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ABSTRACT

This research is designed to provide basic data to study the life and culture of multicultural
families in Korea by taking a look at the clothing behaviors and attitudes toward traditional
dresses. To this end, quantitative research was conducted on Korea-Vietnam multicultural families
and Korean families. The surveys of the Korean families were completed by 250 married women
in Seoul, and those of Korea-Vietnam multicultural families by 104 married Vietnamese women
living in Seoul, Gyeonggi-do and Incheon. The data were analyzed using frequency analysis, fac-
tor analysis, t-test, crosstabs and x2-test. The findings are as follows: First, the comparison of
clothing behaviors of the Korean families and the Korea-Vietnam multicultural families found that
they had statistically significant differences in values towards clothes, clothes shopping orientation
and clothes purchasing behaviors. The Korean women were more involved in clothes and fash-
ion-oriented than their Vietnamese counterparts. However, the Vietnamese women in their 20s
were likely to rely more on social trends than their own needs when purchasing clothes com-
pared to their Korean counterparts. Korean families preferred to shop in department stores,
while the multicultural families relied more on discount stores and outlets. Second, the compar-
ison of the Korean families and the Korea-Vietnam families in attitudes toward their own tradi-
tional dresses and how often to wear them showed statistically meaningful differences. The
Korean group had more negative attitudes toward Hanbok, the Korean traditional dresses than
the Vietnamese group. The Vietnamese women showed more interest in information on Hanbok
than their Korean counterparts. They also were wearing the Korean traditional dresses more of-
ten than the Korean families. In addition, the Vietnamese women showed a stronger tendency
than the Korean women that they took pride in their country’s traditional dresses and believed
that they were beautiful.
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