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ABSTRACT

This study aims to identify the elements of black culture and use it to analyze the formative
characteristics of casual fashion items as well as the symbolic meanings presented in the graphic de-
signs of the items. First of all, in order to distinguish the identity of black culture, this study made
a division into racial, social, and artistic aspects based on cultural specificities of Stuart Hall, a cul-
ture theorist. This was for a theoretical review and based on this review, a theoretical framework
was developed to analyze the characteristics of American casual fashion design of black people. The
case study selected 1719 fashion images of 137 male brands and 33 female brands from websites of
companies manufacturing casual wear of black people in America. The following is a summary of
the study results. The conceptual characteristics based on specificities of black culture can be catego-
rized into ten attributes: playfulness in order to digest human grief and emotion positively, satire of
the mainstream society, spontaneity through emotional expression from the heart, abstractness of
various emotions elating suffering, humor trying to express negative aspects as the meaning of light
and innocent laughter, dependence with passive attitudes toward discrimination and master-slave re-
lationships in history, resistance against discrimination and disadvantages, African orientation and
primitiveness pursuing natural conditions, aggressiveness against violence and unfair treatment, and
confidence and defiance against social deprivation and corruption. Based on the results of an analy-
sis through formative classification system founded on racial, social, and artistic aspects of black peo-
ple, specificities of black culture are of formative characteristics of their casual fashion design. These
elements are presented on graphic t-shirts through strong colors, loose silhouette, and details with
many pockets. These characteristics were reflected in symbolic meanings presented in the graphic.

Key words: American casual fashion( ]511«] HNFd HA), clothing form(¢1F FH),
specificities of black culture(Z¢l F3te] EF4),
symbolism of graphic design(Z#& t=FQ19] A A)
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