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A Study on the Rhythm of Korean English Learners’ Interlanguage Talk
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ABSTRACT

This study investigated the rhythmic accommodation of Korean English learners’ interlanguage talk. Twelve Korean

speakers, 6 native English speakers and 6 non-native English speakers in London participated in multiple conversations on
different topics which produced 36 conversational data in interlanguage talk (ILT) settings. 190 utterances from the 36

conversational data were analyzed to investigate the rhythmic patterns of Korean English learners when they communicated

with English speakers with different language backgrounds. Save for the final-syllable, the normalized duration of consecutive

syllables was compared in order to derive a variability index (VI). It was found that there was no significant variability in
the measurement of the syllable-to-syllable duration for the utterances of Korean English learners, regardless of their
interlocutor’s language background. Conversely, it was found that there was evidence that Korean English learners showed

rhythmic accommodation in ILT when they conversed with non-native English speakers. The speaking rate became
significantly slower when Korean English learners talked to non-native English speakers, than when they talked to other

Korean English learners. Furthermore, there was a negative correlation between speaking rate and the VI in the utterances of

Korean English learners in ILT.
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Table 1. Rhythmic metrics and equations found in literature
review (Chung, Jang, Yun, Yun, & Sa, 2008)
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1% 1. “We need coins and credit card.”2] & A EA
Figure 1. Annotation of syllables in an utterance, “We need
coins and credit card.”
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Table 2. Calculation of a variability index (VI) for the
utterance “We need coins and credit card.”

\ em | 2
M | wg | TR gq | TR 4
(sec.) +4
(sec.) 2o
1| wi 65633 | 0171 | 0.682 | 0463
2 | niyd 65804 | 0287 | 1.145| 0.830
3 | kaoihnz 66.091 |  0.495 1974 | 1.105
4 | ehnd 66.586 | 0218 | 0870 | 0.048
5 | kreh 66.804 | 0230 | 0917 | 0610
6 | diht 67.034 | 0.077 | 0307 | 0.798
7 | kar 67.111 | 0277 | 1.105
8 | dix 67.388
B+t 0.251 0.642
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Figure 2. Individual VIs in terms of interlocutor’ L1
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Figure 3. Individual speaking rates in terms of interlocutor’s
language background
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