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High School Students in Natural Science Track and Engineering Major
University Students’ Perceptions on Writing and Composition Education

Lee, Hyonyong™ - Im, Young-Goo'
Kyungpook National University - "Hwawon High School

Abstract : The purpose of this study was to investigate high school students in natural science track and
engineering major university students’ perceptions about the writing and composition education. A total of
318 high school students in natural science track from two high schools in a metropolitan area and 447
university students majoring in engineering from three universities participated in the survey and asked to
response their perceived status and needs of writing education for science-engineering track. The survey
instrument, developed by Lee et al.(2009), was used for this study. The data was analyzed through the
SPSS 18.0 program for Windows for Multiple Response Frequency Analysis, Descriptive Statistics,
Independent Samples t-test, and One-way Analysis of Variance. The results indicated that high school
students relatively perceived that writing education was less necessary compared to university students. In
addition, high school students found writing less difficult than university students do. In related to
studying their experience with writing and composition education, almost no high school students have
taken writing classes and university students have taken an average of one class. Most university students
who took writing classes took basic writing classes that were not programmed for students in Science and
Engineering. In the basic survey to revitalize writing and composition education for Science and
Engineering students in different majors, the level of writing and composition education required by
students in each major was different. Writing was considered most necessary for students majoring in
Chemical Engineering, followed by students majoring in Mechanical Engineering and Electronic Engineering.
The study of writing and composition education for high school and college should extend to studies on
teachers or professors who teach writing, studies on contents and methods of writing education, and
studies on the development of writing programs for different majors in university.

Keywords : Writing and Composition Education, Writing Skills, Science and Engineering Track, High School
Students, University Students
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