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Nursing Student’s Awareness of the Forensic Nurse’s Role and Needs of Forensic Nursing
Education

Hae Sook Hong, Da Jin Kim, Hyun Jung Kim, Hyo Jin Seong, Won Jung Yoon, Yeon Kyung Na
College of Nursing, Kyungpook National University, Daegu, Korea

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to examine the student’s awareness of the forensic nurse’s role and needs for forensic nurs-
ing education. This is to provide basic data in order to develop the forensic nursing education program. Methods: The questionnaire
was done by 355 nursing students at 12 different nursing colleges from March 1 to April 30, 2013. To analyze the data, the SPSS 18.0
program was used and ANOVA was carried out to see the differences of cognition concerning the need of schooling and the forensic
nurse’s role. Results: There was significant difference on the intention of participation in forensic nursing education according to the
recognized forensic nurse’s role (p=.010). There was no significant difference on the needs of the education, but there were increased
educational demands when awareness of the forensic nurse’s role was the higher group (3.44 +0.16) rather than the lower group
(3.33+0.22). Conclusion: This study demonstrated the nursing student’s needs concerning forensic nursing education. Therefore,
we suggest the development of a forensic nursing curriculum.

Key Words: Forensic nursing; Nurse’s role; Education; Nursing student
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Table 1. General Characteristics of the Subjects (N=355)
Characteristics Category n %
Gender Male 26 73
Female 329 92.7
Age (yr) <19 1 03
20-21 162 45.7
22-23 159 448
>24 33 9.3
Province Gyeongsang-do 233 65.6
Gyeonggi-do 82 231
Jeolla-do 40 13
Grade Freshman 22 6.2
Sophomore 183 515
Junior 150 423
Experience of clinical training ~ Yes 221 62.3
No 134 377
Religion Yes 186 524
No 169 476
Perception of forensic nurse Yes 109 30.7
No 242 69.3
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Table 2. Awareness of the Nursing Students on Forensic Nursing

(N=355)
[tems Category n %
Have you ever taken the forensic Yes 50 14.1
medicine class? No 305 859
Have you learned about Yes 66 186
the content related to forensic 289 814
medicine on your academic
curriculum?
If your answer is “Yes’, Pathology 38 576
what subjectis it? Introduction to nursing 5 76
Nursing ethics and law 4 6.1
Anatomy physiology 6 9.1
Microbiology 1 1.5
Nursing history and ethics 1 1.5
No answer 1 16.7
I know exactly about forensic Very well . .
nursing Well 58 163
Alittle 160 45.1
No 137 386
lam interested in forensic Alot 32 9.0
nursing Moderate 187 52.7
Alittle 9 279
No 37 104
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Table 3. Awareness of the Nursing Students on Forensic Nurse's Role (N= 355)
ftems M+SD Rank ~ Mmimum-
maximum
1. Forensic nurses leave an accurate record about assault, sexual violence and fatal accident just in case they 3614056 2 2-4
will be asked to testimony.
2. Forensic nurses are responsible for contacting between the person who transpires legal issues about 3.10+0.72 13 1-4
assault, sexual violence and fatal accident and the person who involved with the case (hospital and victims,
police officer).
3. Forensic nurses provide information to specialist whom related to the case. 3564053 4 2-4
4. Forensic nurses interview with the person who connected with the case, psychological assessment, 3624059 1 2-4
evaluation and provide appropriate nursing interventions to the case.
5. Forensic nurses reduce the cultural pain and communication barriers by understanding cultural diversity of 3324069 10 2-4
the case.
6. Forensic nurses perform the role of special witness related to the case in the process of the trial. 3464065 8 1-4
7. Forensic nurses understand a judicial system and a court procedure and satisfy legal requirements of civil 328+0.71 12 1-4
and criminal.
8. Forensic nurses record location, shape, size, number and depth of injury in detail when the case has the 3.56+062 4 1-4
external injury.
9. Forensic nurses discover and preserve physical evidence of the case related to sexual violence. 360+0.57 3 1-4
10. Forensic nurses provide rehabilitation of the case related to sexual violence and nursing care for prevention 3554062 6 1-4
of secondary damage.
11. Forensic nurses record a sign of abuse. 3544056 7 2-4
12. Forensic nurses protect human trafficking victims and collect evidences and provide physical, psychological 3344074 9 1-4
and social service.
13. Forensic nurses manage health care of prisoners at medical service room and treatment room of prison and 3034085 14 1-4
detention center in correctional facility.
14. Forensic nurses provide education and counsel (advice) with lawyer and other legal health care professional 3314+0.70 1 1-4
regarding personal injury, product liability insurance, medical treatment negligence, carelessness, worker
injury, poisonous substance, environmental problem and risk management.
Total Score 3404068 30-56
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Table 4. Needs of Nursing students for Forensic Nursing Education

(N=355)
[tems Category n %
Do you think the forensic nursing Sure 77 217
education is necessary? Moderate 245 690
Alittle 30 85
No 3 08
Which type of education Part of nursing major 107 301
program would you prefer if course
you get to learn about forensic Main course 189 532
nursing? Special lecture 57 161
etc* 2 06
Which grade do you think is the  Freshman 31 87
best for the education lecture? Sophomore 112 315
Junior 132 372
Senior 79 223
No answer 1 03
How many times do you thinkis 1-2 136 383
good to have forensic nursing  3-4 95 268
education? 5-6 67 189
>7 54 15.2
No answer 3 08
Who do you think is the best to  Professor of forensic 234 659
be in charge of teaching medicine
forensic nursing? Professor of nursing college 52 146
Medical examiner 59 166
Police (coroner) 6 17
No answer 4 1.1
Do you think the education of ~ Sure 107 30.1
forensic nursing will be Moderate 239 673
effective in your future job? ~ Alittle 8 23
No . .
No answer 1 03
Are you willing to participate if ~ Sure 114 321
the education of forensic Moderate 21 623
nursing gets held? Alittle 16 45
No 3 08
No answer 1 03
*online lecture, seminar.
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Table 5. Differences of Need and Intention of participation on the Fo-
rensic Nursing Education of Nursing students according to Awareness

of Forensic Nurses's Role (N=355)
Awareness of
Variables Category nurse's role F p
M=£SD
Recognition of necessary of ~ Sure 344+016 085 430
forensic nursing education  Moderate 342+0.15
Alittle (No) 333+£0.20
Decision of participatingin ~ Sure 35040.15 467 .010*
education Moderate 339£0.15
Alittle (No) 323+0.18
*p< 05.
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