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<Abstract>

This study aimed to explore the social networks which married immigrant women have in Korea. Special attention was
paid to factors such as individual, family, and migrant characteristics contributing to the different patterns of social networks.
I drew upon the nationally representative data on 60,719 immigrant women married to Korean men from the 2009 Survey
on Korean National Survey on Multicultural Families.” Results showed that the foreign wives tended to maintain a connection
with our society through contact with their neighbors and participation in social gatherings. Findings also showed that the
types of social networks by the number of trusted neighbors and meetings were diverse among the immigrant women. In
addition, the factors differentiating the types were mostly associated with socioeconomic resources or Korean proficiency. More
interestingly, the immigrant women’s contacts with their family members in their homeland contributed to their maintenance
of more active social networks. These results provided a useful outlook on the relationship between patterns of social networks
and the characteristics of the married immigrant women, which eventually showed a heterogeneous nature among them. At
the societal level, supportive systems for enriching immigrant women’s social networks should be developed particularly in

terms of not their dependency, but their potential contributions to our society.

ATA0|(Key Words) : A& 0|54 (married immigrant women) A}3] A #7(social networks), 7HQ1% 573 (individual characteristics),
7} B/ (family characteristics), ©]5=%1 57d(immigrant characteristics)
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Table 1. Descriptive Statistics

of Variables

. o Mean
Variables Frequency(%) (D)
Age 36.699(9.334)
Currently employed 20,811(34.3)
Employment Experience Once employed(not currently) 12,550(20.7)
Never employed 26,563(43.7)
Korean-Chinese 20,585(33.9)
Chinese 8,531(14.0)
Nationality Vietnamese - Filipino 22,431(36.9)
Japanese 3,367( 5.5)
Others 5,805( 9.6)
None 469( .9)
Elementary school 5,109( 8.4)
Middle school 16,729(27.8)
Education
High school 25,543(42.5)
College 11,405(18.8)
Graduate school 912( 1.5)
Big city 21,457(35.3)
Region
Others 39,262(64.7)
Duration of marriage 8.679(3.807)
Korean proficiency 3.219(1.073)
Over twice a week 18,693(30.8)
Once a week 16,852(27.8)
: v i Once or twice a month 18,151(29.9)
Contacts with a family in the 4747(1175)
home country Over twice a year 2,867( 4.7)
Once a year 649( 1.1)
None 19,58( 2.6)
International matchmaking agency 18,386(30.3)
Family - friends 26,590(43.8)
Marriage channel
By oneself 8,119(13.4)
Others 7,624(12.6)
With 37,421(65.4)
Chidren
Without 19,756(32.5)
live with in-law parents 19,573(32.2)
Family type
live separately from in-law parents 41,146(67.8)
Under #1,000,000 12,114(23.9)
#1,000,000-2,000,000 23,002(45.1)
Family income
#2,000,000-3,000,000 10,966(21.5)
Over #3,000,000-4,000,000 4,876( 9.6)
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Activities of daily life N (%)
discussing difficult matters 49,941(82.2)
sharing leisure or hobbies 44,213(78.8)

attending family events 46,927(84.3)
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Table 3. Participation in Meetings

Meetings N(%)
Their family 42761(70.4)
Husband’s family 55478(91.4)
Friends from their home country 43073(70.9)
Community 26247(43.2)
Table 4. Degree of Participation in Meetings
. Mean(SD)
Meetings (0-5)
Their family 1.42(1.38)
Husband’s family 2.21(1.17)
Friends of their home country 1.98(1.72)
Community 04(1.70)
Table 5. Types of Social Networks
Type N (%)
Active 24,382(43.7)
Participation in meetings-centered 7,819(14.0)
Trusted people-centered 13,278(23.8)
Inactive 9,377(16.8)
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Table 6. Factors Contributing to the Types of Social Networks (RC: Inactive type)

Active

Participation in meetings

Trusted people

Variable -centered -centered
B SE B SE. B SE.
Age -013** 002 .000 .003 -.008** .003
Nationality
(RC=Korean-Chinese)
Chinese -.009 .050 -.089 066 043 053
Vietnam - Filipino 1.027%* 053 959*** 066 A56** 057
Japanese 1.868*** 101 A13* 137 1.319%** 108
Others 547 062 565*** 077 279%* .066
Education 184+ 018 083 *#* 023 .040* 019
Employment(RC=never)
Currently .061 039 064 .049 -.030 041
Once 126% 042 159* 054 -.070 046
Region(big city=1) - 174% 031 -116** 040 -.024 034
Duration of marriage 019** .005 -.009 .007 .005 .006
Korean proficiency 202+ 018 d177%* 023 183%* 019
Contacts with a family in home countries 218% 013 088 *** 021 123% 017
Marriage channel
(RC=matchmaking agency)
Family - friend 201 .066 225 081 021 071
By oneself 134* .055 .057 071 -.030 .059
Others 211%* 042 097 052 011 045
Children(with=1) -.032 038 -012 049 -.048 041
Family type
(live with inlaw parents=1) 031 035 -017 044 -.006 .038
Family income 327+ 018 d12% 023 230+ .020
-2LL 100869.432
X'(df) 3158.964(72)"**

1) *p < .05, *p < .01, **p < .001
2) RC: reference category
3) dummy variables: region, children, family type
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