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(Abstract)

The actual time fathers spend in childcare has not increased much in spite of recent
attention paid to nurturing their children and changes in the fathers’ role. In this
study, parenting time is measured by time spent in childcare, shared housework, and
shared leisure. In this way, this study seeks to analyze trends in fathers' time spent
with children and the factors that influence fathers' participation in parenting. The data
source for this study was the 2009 Korean Time Use Survey.

The main results of this research are as follows: First, when measuring childcare
time as a primary activity, fathers’ time spent in parenting averaged 17 minutes on
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weekdays and 32 minutes on Sundays. This extended to 44 minutes on weekdays and
166 minutes on Sundays when including the secondary childcare time and the shared
time with their children while doing housework or leisure.

Second, fathers' probability of participating in childcare was higher for fathers who
had shorter working hours, younger children, higher spouse average monthly income,
and a college or higher education level. The variable that influenced fathers‘participation
in shared housework on weekdays was working hours. On Sundays, the variables were
working hours, age of the youngest child, and the type of occupation. Fathers
participation in shared leisure was influenced by father’s working hours, number of
children, age of the youngest child, and type of occupation on weekdays. On Sundays,
it was influenced by working hours and the age of the youngest child.
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