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ABSTRACT

In order to create a national myth and be able to control international society, America
with her short national history, used popular culture to accomplish these goals. The medium
fit this purpose the best was the use of superhero characters based on comics. Born and de-
veloped from the 1930s through the 1960s, which could be seen as America's national crisis
era, superhero characters were thorough advocates of American justice and was perfect for
the role of spreading the legitimacy of American ideology. From the 1970s, superhero char-
acters became part of movies and became even more influential through the Hollywood's
massive film industry and the box office success. American ideology in superhero characters
symbolically appeared in movie costumes. Starting with Superman and Batman, the very first
and typical superhero characters' costumes work as metaphors for realization of American
justice. After the 1980s, superheroes were newly developed through a genre called graphic
novel and the most representative piece of this genre is Alan Moores Watchmen. In the
Watchmen, which was also turn into a movie in 2009, six changed superhero characters ap-
pear ranging from a non-human superhero, villain superhero, superhero with mental dis-
order and superhero with sexual impotency, the characters were never-seen-before super-
heroes with different aspects that connote introspection and philosophical ideology. The
changed type of heroes and ideology became another form of heroes, and this brought
changes to character costumes that were never considered before. The superhero costumes
that used to symbolize America now express different types of superhero by borrowing exot-
ic mythical elements, undressing, pastiche and daily life clothes. The superhero characters
and their changes in costumes from Watchmen imply American popular culture's in-
trospective tendency. Amongst these changes, we need to raise our critical vision towards
popular culture.

Key words: American ideology("]= %] ©]t]&&7]), changed image of the hero(3tE &,
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