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Social Innovation and New Roles of Public Institution as a Regional
Development Agency: The Preliminary Study with the Case of Urban
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Abstract : The paper aims to understand the concept of social innovation and its development stages
emerging as a new regional development policy trend and to define the role of public sector for social in-
novation. Spatial policy issues that urban development corporations to carry out development projects
for regional policy need to deal with have expanded to include crucial social issues such as poverty, qual-
ity of life and happiness. Therefore it is increasingly significant for them to take social innovation into
consideration. In this context, this study formulates evaluation framework for the role of public sector in
social innovation and investigates its position and limitation in social innovation practices. As a result,
almost all corporations have made various efforts for promoting both public purposes of housing and land
development and social contribution for the community. However, few corporations have achieved orga-
nizational capacity building and idea implementation for social innovation. Growing demand for social

innovation in both spatial and regional policies tends to bring up profound challenges to public regional
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development agencies including urban development corporations. It is then a time to seek to carry out

related researches and policy option formulation for social innovation in the near future.

Key Words : social innovation, regional development, urban development corporation, social-spatial

policy integration
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