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Analysis of Teachers’ Concern and Levels of Use on
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze middle school teachers’ concern about and
implementation degree of performance assessment in China. The research questions are as
follows: First, what kind of concern is held by middle school teachers who implement
performance assessment? Second, is there any significant difference in stages of concern the
teachers on performance assessment according to their gender, education level and teaching
career? Third, which level of use is shown by middle school teachers who implement
performance assessment? Fourth, what is the correlation between middle school teachers’
Stages of Concern and Levels of Use on performance assessment? This study was conducted
based on a Concerns—Based Adoption Model (Hall, 1973; CBAM) that viewed teachers as the
most primary factor of the execution of innovation, in this case, performance assessment.
Performance assessment is assessment based on observation and judgement (Stiggins, 1994),
and require test takers to complete a process or produce a product in a context that closely
resembles real—life situations. The subjects of this study were randomly sampled from 120
middle school teachers throughout Bei—Jing, China. The questionnaires were distributed to
them by mail, and they were asked to return their questionnaire by mail. The collect data
were analyzed by SPSS/WIN 18.0 program in terms of frequency, correlation, or MANOVA.
Frequency analysis was used to analyze concern of middle school teachers on performance
assessment. To gain an frequency of the individuals in each stage, we regarded the stage in
which a teacher had his/her highest score as his/her relevant stage. Correlation analysis was
adopted to identify the correlation between teachers’ stage of concern and level of use. To
analyze the difference of the concern of China middle school teachers on performance
assessment according to their individual background variables such as gender, education level,
and teaching career, MANOVA was performed.
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