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Taking into Account the History of Korean Graduate Medical Education
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During the Japanese colonial period in the Korean Peninsula, Chosun (ethnic Korean) physicians were trained in
vocational clinical schools, but Japanese physicians in medical school. Therefore, the Japanese government
treated the Japanese physicians as medical doctors but Chosun physicians as dealers or traders in clinical ser-
vices. This colonial discriminatory policy became a habitual concept to Korean physicians. Because of these tra-
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ditional concepts regarding physicians, after the colonial period, the newly established Korean government also Korea

had the same concept of physicians. Therefore, in 1952, the Korean graduate medical education system was
launched under a government clearance system with the claim of supporting medical specialties as clinical
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dealers or clinical businesspeople. During the last 60 years, this inappropriate customary concept and the un-

suitable system have evolved into medical residency training education, and then into graduate medical educa-
tion. Today graduate medical education has become inextricably linked to postdoctoral work in Korean hospitals.
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Table 1. Medical specialties approved by the American Board of Medical Specialties in the United States

No. Year Specialty No. Year Specialty No. Year Specialty

1 1917 Ophthalmology 9 1935 Colon & rectal surgery 17 1947 Physical medicine and rehabilitation

2 1924 Otolaryngology 10 1935 Urology 18 1948 Preventive medicine

3 1930 Obstetrics and gynecology " 1936 Internal medicine 19 1950 Thoracic surgery

4 1932 Dermatology 12 1936 Pathology 20 1969 Family medicine

5 1933 Pediatrics 13 1937 Surgery 21 1971 Allergy and immunology

6 1934 Orthopedic surgery 14 1937 Anesthesiology 22 1971 Nuclear medicine

7 1934 Psychiatry & neurology 15 1937 Plastic surgery 23 1979 Emergency medicine

8 1934 Radiology 16 1940 Neurological surgery 24 1991 Medical genetics
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Table 2. The number of medical specialties who were qualified by government clearance system in Korea

Medical specialties 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 Total
Internal medicine 3 17 26 41 89 62 68 69 375
Surgery 4 4 13 12 82 57 109 91 372
Obstetrics and gynecology - 7 19 16 58 29 43 34 206
Pediatrics 1 3 3 17 0 40 36 20 210
Ophthalmology - 3 4 7 15 " 16 13 69
Otolaryngology 2 2 10 1 26 14 24 5 84
Dermatology and urology - 1 3 1 25 - 19 6 55
Orthopedic surgery - 1 1 5 14 4 2 27
Psychiatry - 1 1 4 2 3 "
Radiology - - 1 6 9 4 3 19
Total specialists 10 37 80 97 397 236 325 246 1,428
Accumulated total specialists (%) 10(0.18) 47(0.83) 127(215)  224(365)  621(965)  857(126) 1,182(16.6) 1,428(19.5)

Total registered physicians 5411 5,662 5,899 6,141 6,436 6,782 7125 1322

Table 3. New medical specialties in Korea

Year Medical specialties Cumulative total no. of specialists
1952 Internal medicine, surgery, pediatrics, otolaryngology 4
1953 Obstetrics and gynecology, ophthalmology, dermatology, and urology 7
1954 Orthopedic surgery, psychiatry (— neuropsychiatry, 1964) 9
1955 Radiology 10
1959 Dermatology and urology — dermatology, urology "
1964 Neurological surgery, anesthesiology, thoracic surgery, pathology, clinical pathology, preventive medicine 17
1967 Tuberculosis 18
1974 Plastic surgery 19
1982 Rehabilitation medicine, neuropsychiatry — neurology, psychiatry, radiology — radiology, radiation oncology 22
1985 Family medicine 23
1996 Emergency medicine, nuclear medicine, occupational and environmental medicine 26
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