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What is Outcome-Based Education?

Bok Ki Kim' - Sang Won Min? - Woo Young Yoon®

Departments of 'Electronic Engineering and *Electronic Telecommunication Engineering, Kwangwoon University, Seoul; *Division of New Material Science and Engineering,

Korea University, Seoul, Korea

Outcome-Based education (OBE) is reviewed from the institutional perspective. The demand for and interna-
tional trends in OBE are briefly examined and several term related to OBE, especially educational objective and
program outcomes (POs), are introduced. It is stressed that systems for continuous quality improvement and
quality assurance should be established to ensure the maintenance of the OBE system. Because the criteria for
accreditation contain a criterion regarding the quality assurance related to program outcomes, several critical
issues are considered regarding the POs themselves and the reduction of the POs. The core value of OBE is not
only to provide appropriate education services to students to prepare them with the minimum skills and abili-
ties for advancing their professional service, but also to guarantee the quality of graduates. In addition, the edu-
cational program should be continuously improved by employing the evaluation results acquired during the
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operation of the OBE systems. It is certain that an OBE system is one important aspect of student-centered edu-

cation.
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