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Seeing the State-nature Relation in South Korea
from the Perspective of Political Ecology
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Abstract : This paper aims to examine the complexities of the state-nature relations in Korea by emphasizing the
complex processes of interactions between the state and nature. In doing so, it relies on the literature of “political
ecology of state-nature” which problematizes the conventional modernist views on nature assuming the dualistic
separation between the state and nature. First, we critically review the existing Korean literature on the state-nature
relation (e.g., the ecologism, the metabolic rift theory, the social construction of the nature, the green state thesis,
etc.) and argue that these studies significantly lack the recognition of the interactions between the state and nature.
Second, we discuss the possibilities of secing the state-nature relations from the perspective of political ecology as
an alternative approach to the state-nature relation. Last, we conclude that the political ecology approach to the

state-nature can deepen our understandings of the Korean capitalist development.
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