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Teaching the Concept of Chance prior to Probability

in Elementary School Mathematics

Chang, Hyewon (Chinju National University of Education)

Probability has distinctive characteristics which

are different from other areas of school
mathematics. The critical change can be noticed in
the domain, ’probability and statistics’ of 2009
revised national curriculum for elementary school
mathematics. This indicates that the concept of
chance is supposed to be taught in the 5~6 grade
band instead of the definition of probability which
is moved to the middle school level. The purpose
of this study is to seek desirable methods for
teaching the concept of chance which reflect the
achievement criteria and the attention point for

teaching and learning of the curriculum at the

point of time when textbooks haven’t yet been

developed. To do this, based on theoretical
considerations and comparative analysis of the
curricula in the longitudinal - latitudinal dimensions
respectively, the validity of the latest curriculum
change was confirned and several learning
activities were devised. And then two lessons were
planned for applying these activities to eight fifth
graders and were implemented along the plan. As
a result, the relevance of the learning activities
was examined and students’ difficulties in learning
the concept of chance with educational implications

were discussed.

* Key Words : probability(Z-&), chance(7Fs4), certain(Z23Ft}), impossible(E7153Eh),  equall
y p y p qually
likely(7}s/d0] whikolt}), likely(Fold A Z2), unlikely(FAUHA &S A 22,

elementary school mathematics(Z%5 <3}), 2009 revised national curriculum for

elementary school mathematics(2009 7R nl-534)
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