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ABSTRACT. To investigate the actual condition of production and management of sod, a questionnaire was ask to
57 farmers in major cultivated areas of turf sod in Korea in 2010 and 2011. The results of the turfgrass management
situation analysis showed a mixed farming where the ratio of the principal work and the side work progress similarly,
and for the landholding type depending on the management scale, the rental ratio was high for a scale over 0.5 ha. Sod
production farmers has high-profile in new varieties of turfgrass, integrated management of the fertilization and soil or
disease and insect pest however the future of the turfgrass industry does not seem optimistic due to the problems such as
market stability or scarcity of worker. Obtaining of information on culture methods depended neighbor’s experience
(81.8%). Concerning the varieties preference analysis, the 32.1% of farmer answered that the reproductive rate was a
key factor for the new variety. Sod production farmers want to receive financial support (28.1%), improvement of
distribution structure of sod (26.6%), and spread of good variety turfgrass (23.4%).
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Fig. 1. Landholding type of sod production farmer depending
on management scale of land in Korea at 2010 and 2011.
Survey targeting was 56 sod production farmers.
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Table 1. Proportion of soil management methods for sod
production in Korea at 2010 and 2011.

Method Farmer (%)*

Fertilization 60.0
Fallow 1.7

Soil brought 33
Tilling 6.7

Add soil conditioner 3.3
Negligence 21.7

The others 3.3

* Survey targeting was 56 sod production farmers.

Table 2. Frequency of fertilization and weed control in sod
production per year in Korea at 2010 and 2011.

Farmer (%)*
Frequency
Fertilization Weed control

0 0.0 5.5

1-3 22.6 29.1
4-5 71.7 40.0
6-7 5.7 23.6
8-9 0.0 1.8
>10 0.0 0.0

 Survey targeting was 56 sod production farmers.
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Table 3. Variation of cultivation area of sod and income from
sod production in Korea at 2010 and 2011.

Farmer (%)*
Item
Cultivation area Income
Increase per every year 10.9 5.7
Similar 81.8 79.2
Decrease per every year 7.3 15.1

# Survey targeting was 56 sod production farmers.



98 WA - ol - S - @

Table 4. Sources of obtaining information on culture methods
of sod in Korea at 2010 and 2011.

Table 6. Prospects for the sod cultivation in Korea at 2010 and
2011.

Source Farmer (%)°
Seminar or report of research institute 0.0
Internet 0.0
Book 7.3
Technical consulting from research institute 0.0
Consulting from neighbor 81.8
Seminar in association 5.5
The others 5.5

* Survey targeting was 56 sod production farmers.

Table 5. Bottleneck of sod production in Korea at 2010 and
2011.

Bottleneck Farmer (%)*
Scarcity of machine for work 154
Scarcity of worker 20.8
Secure a good variety 7.9
Weakening of soil fertility 8.2
Build a stability market 19.3
Lack of cultivation technique 11.1
Collection of bills 17.5

* Survey targeting was 56 sod production farmers.
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Prospects Farmer (%)*
Very bad 8.9
Bad 51.8
Maintenance of the status quo 304
Good 7.1
Very good 1.8

 Survey targeting was 56 sod production farmers.

Table 7. Request for sod cultivation against the Government in
Korea at 2010 and 2011.

Request item Farmer (%)*

Spread of control methods of pest 4.7
Financial support 28.1
Spread of good variety turf 234
Establishment of consulting institution 14.1
Improvement of distribution structure 26.6
The others 3.1

* Survey targeting was 56 sod production farmers.

HFo] Z+2t 28.1%, 26.6%, 23.4%S XHA] 5 tH(Table 7).
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Table 8. Essential factors of selection of new variety turfgrass
for sod cultivation in Korea at 2010 and 2011.

Essential factor Farmer (%)*
Anti salt 1.8
Dark green and long maintenance of green period 19.6
Anti drought 1.8
Strong resistance against pest 12.5
Strong winter hardy 7.1
High propagation power 32.1
Excellent texture 7.1
Short height 17.9
Have unique color 0.0

 Survey targeting was 56 sod production farmers.Figure legend
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