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Unmarried Mother's Knowledge and Attitudes toward Emergency
Contraceptive Pills
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Purpose: This study was conducted to identify relationships among knowledge and attitudes of unmarried mothers
toward emergency contraceptive pills. Methods: Data were collected through structured questionnaires from 135
unmarried mothers enrolled in 7 single mothers' facilities nationwide. Data were analyzed using the SPSS/WIN 17.0
program for descriptive statistics, t-test, ANOVA, Scheffe-test, and Pearson correlation coefficients. Results: For
knowledge about emergency contraceptive pills, there were significant differences among who live with her before
pregnancy, experience of past pregnancies, state of present pregnancy and preparation in using contraceptives.
For attitude toward emergency contraceptive pills, there were significant differences according to age, education
level and religion. There were significant positive relationships between knowledge and attitudes toward emergency
contraceptive pills. Conclusion: The results of this study suggest that unmarried women should be better informed
about emergency contraceptive pills, and reassured about their safety. Efforts are needed to disseminate up-to-date
information to experts in sex education including nurses.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of Subjects (N=135)
Characteristics Categories n (%) or M%=SD
Age (year) 21.9%5.34

15~19 62 (45.9)
20~24 41 (30.4)

25~29 12 (8.9)
>30 20 (14.8)
Education < Middle school 22(16.2)
High school 77 (57.0)
> College 36 (26.8)
Lodger before Parents 75 (55.0)
pregnancy Alone 28 (20.7)
Friends 24 (17.8)

Siblings 8(.9)
Religion Yes 65 (48.1)
No 70 (51.9)
Plan of fostering Adoption 09 (51.1)
Rearing 42 (31.1)
No decision 24 (17.8)

Table 2. Obstetrical Characteristics of Subjects  (N=135)

_ . n (%) or
Characteristics Categories M+SD
States of pregnancy now Pregnant 71 (52.6)

Delivered 64 (47.4)
Experience of past Yes 48 (35.6)
pregnancy No 87 (64.4)
Experience of artificial Yes 35 (25.9)
abortion No 100 (74.1)
Experience of past Yes 20 (14.8)
delivery No 115 (85.2)
Age of first sex 18.0+2.50
intercourse (year) <15 18 (13.3)
16~19 88 (65.2)
>20 29 (21.5)
Frequency of using Not at all 44 (32.6)
contraceptive methods — Occasionally 81 (60.0)
Always 10 (7.4)
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S 315 A3, A1 A FAE=3 04, p=031) e el
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Table 3. Knowledge and Attitude about ECP (N=135)
Variables M=*SD Skewness Kurtosis Max Min
Knowledge 476+0.42 01 -1.20 12.0 0
Attitude 3.55+0.44 18 -0.27 5.0 1

ECP=emergency contraceptive pill,

Table 4. Comparison of Knowledge and Attitude about ECP by General Characteristics (N=135)

Knowledge Attitude
Characteristics Categories
M=SD Fort(p) M=%SD Fort (p)
Age (year) 15~19" 4.06+0.39 1.98 (.120) 2.60+0.42 3.62 (.015)
20~24" 5514052 2.62%0.42 a,b>c
25~29° 5.67£0.23 2.20+0.40
>30° 4.80%0.87 245+0.43
Education < Middle school® 4,09%0.66 1.06 (.349) 2.68%0.39 3.13 (.047)
High school” 4.68%+0.39 2.58%+0.45 a>c
> College* 5.33+0.52 2.40%0.40
Who living with before Parents” 433+0.39 3.04 (.031) 2.55%0.44 2.66 (.052)
pregnancy Alone” 5.36+0.59 b,c>d 2541046
Friends® 6.04+0.59 2.66%+0.58
Siblings* 2.75+1.11 2.16+0.28
Religion Yes 4.20£0.49 1.90 (.059) 2.64%0.45 239 (.018)
No 5.27£0.37 2.46+0.40
Plan of fostering Adoption 4.94£0.39 2.77 (.060) 2.52%0.43 0.32 (.725)
Rearing 5.38+0.54 2.58+0.41
No decision 3.13+0.53 2.48+0.50
ECP=emergency contraceptive pill.
Table 5. Comparison of Knowledge and Attitude about ECP{ by Obstetrical Characteristics (N=135)
Knowledge Attitude
Characteristics Categories
M+SD Fort(p) M+SD Fort(p)
Experience of past Yes 5.5240.50 -2.02 (.044) 2.60+0.42 -1.03 (.304)
pregnancy No 4.331+0.34 252+0.44
States of pregnancy now Pregnant 3.8610.36 3.46 (.001) 2.49+0.47 -1.50 (.136)
Delivered 5.75+0.42 2.60£0.39
Experience of artificial Yes 4.43£0.32 1.96 (.052) 2.60%0.37 -1.02 (.308)
abortion No 5.69£0.56 2521045
Experience of past Yes 5.58+0.93 -1.13 (.260) 2.62£0.51 -0.78 (.434)
delivery No 4.67%0.29 2.54%+0.42
Age of first sex <15 4.83+0.72 0.01 (.994) 2.75%0.40 2,65 (.074)
intercourse (year) 16~19 475+0.35 2.54+0.42
>20 4.72%0.65 2.45+0.47
Preparation of using Not at all* 3.14+0.47 10.19 2.60+0.48 1.06 (.347)
contraceptives Occasionallyb 5.72£0.34 (<.001) 2.53+£0.41
Always® 410094 b>a 2.39+0.43

ECP=emergency contraceptive pill,
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Table 6. Relationships between Knowledge and Attitude about

ECP (N=135)
Knowledge
Variables  Subcategories
r P
Attitude Fear of abuse 29 .001
Easiness purchasing 24 .001
Anxiety of health -.05 510
Total 27 .001

ECP=emergency contraceptive pill,
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emergency contraceptive pills.

® What this paper adds

of unmarried mothers,

Summary Statement

® What is already known about this topic
Unmarried mothers want to have more information about various contraceptive methods including

There were positive relationship between knowledge and attitude toward emergency contraceptive pills

® |mplications for practice, education and policy
This study suggests that unmarried women should be better informed about emergency contraceptive
pills by experts of sex education including nurses, and reassured about their safety for use in case of need.
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