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A comparative study on the consciousness of bio-medical ethics of
nursing and non-nursing students
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Department of Nursing, Daeheon Health Sciences College
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Abstract The purpose of this study was to identify consciousness of bio-medical ethics of nursing and non-
nursing students. The total mean scores of consciousness of bio-medical ethics between nursing(3.04/4) and non-
nursing(2.88/4) were significantly different(t=6.79, p<.001). There were statistically significant differences between
two groups in sub-categories of consciousness of bio-medical ethics: right to life of fetus, prenatal diagnosis of
fetus, right to life of newborn, euthanasia, organ transplantation, brain death. The major predicting factors for
consciousness of bio-medical ethics were experience of studying for biomedical ethics over 1 semester,
experience of conflict for biomedical ethic problem, and ethical attitude in nursing department. Study results
indicate that appropriate and various teaching-learning method for education of each department is deeded
according to move up into a higher class with consciousness of bio-medical ethics, ability of decision making,
critical thinking.
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(Table 1) General characteristics of nursing and
non—nursing students
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(Table 2) Difference in characteristics related to biomedical ethics between nursing and

non—nursing students
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Characteristics Categories }g&) BNZL;S; ?Oi) Il\;)()gnug?(%§1ng X(p)
Very firms 110(14.5) 51(15.7) 19(12.0)
Ethical attitude Sometimes confus‘ed ‘ 163(33.7) 101(31.1) 62(39.2) 379
Depends on the situation 241(49.9) 169(52.0) 72(45.6) (.285)
Not realistic 9( 1.9) 4 12) 5(32)
Experience of Yes 461(9:) 4) 314(96.6) 147(93.0) 986
hearing for No 12( 2.5) 5( 1.5) 7( 45) ( '239)
biomedical ethics Not interested 10( 241) 6( 1.8) 4( 25) '
TV 142(30.8) 91(28.0) 51(32.3)
N . . Book, newspaper, magazine 27( 5.6) 18( 55) 9( 5.7
:;?i:e for biomedical School class 192(398) 154(47.0) 38(24.1) %O'?’Oél)
) Internet 102(21.1) 53(16.3) 49(31.0) '
Training, lecture 200 4.1) 9( 2.7) 11( 7.0)
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ethical problems according - 36.49
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Not interested 25( 5.2) 14( 4.3) 11( 7.0) '
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(Table 3) Difference in consciousness of biomedical ethics by general characteristics of nursing

and non—nursing students

Nursing (n=325)

Non-nursing (n=158)

Characteristics Categories
M+SD t/F D M+SD t/F P
First 2.93+.22 291+.19
Grade Second 3.12+.21 29.39 <001 2.81%.16 2.83 006
Third 3.10+.19 292+.18
Male 3.06+.23 2.83+.26
Gender Female 304+.23 8 AL 2.80+17 106 2l
Below 18 3.02+.21 2.86+.14
19 3.01+.22 2.89+.23
Age 20 3.06+.24 32 517 2.87+.09 .26 904
21 3.04+.19 2.92+.22
Above 22 3.06+.22 2.84+.08
Protestant 3.06+.23 2.84+.16
.. Catholic 3.10£.19 297+.21 -
Religion Buddhism 30124 1.71 164 28620 153 212
None 3.03+.22 2.87+.17
Most active 3.11£18 2.718+.16
Participation in Active 3.09+.26 291+.21 ,
religious activity Somewhat 3.03+.20 158 180 2.85+.18 2 863
Least active 2.98+.25 2.87+.20
Only one 3.17£.90 3.10£.27
- Two 3.03£.95 2.87+.18 _
Number of siblings Three 301+.41 1.90 130 287416 2.67 051
More than four 3.04+.29 2.87+.12
Well-to-do 3.04£.18 2.82+.06
Economic state Average 3.04+.23 11 894 2.89+.18 38 687
Poor 3.02+.22 2.86%.20
Medical workers Yes 3.08+.23 2.89+.14
in family No 3.02+.22 161 109 2.82+.19 138 470
Patients or dead Yes 3.05+.22 . . 2.84+.18 B
in family No 3.02+.23 L12 265 291+.18 181 o
Experience of Yes 3.04+.21 2.86+.16 B
blood donation No 3.03+.24 2 603 2.89+.17 80 A
3.4 2tS101e} H| ZtS1} SHHo| AHO|Z 23| (F=857, p<.001). H] 7t A5 A s #A
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o} &8 A Y A el g3 Arkre] 3114 B 44 T V)N =2 A4 E UER 992 AR
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(Table 4) Difference in consciousness of biomedical ethics by characteristics related to biomedical
ethics of nursing and non—nursing students

Characteristics

Categories

Nursing (n=325)

Non-nursing (n=158)

M+SD t/F p M+SD t/F p
Very firms 3.07+.24 2.84+.22
. . Sometimes confused 3.06+.21 . . 2.90+.18
Ethical attitude Depends on the situation 3.01+.22 152 208 2.87+.17 82 483
Not realistic 297+.10 27711
Exterionce of heating for Yes 306+.22 2.90+.18
b?q’ee; :le b carmng No 285+.16 407 018 2810 15 83
romedicat etmes Not interested 284+.31 281£54
TV 301+22 2.88+20
Source for Book, newspaper, magazine 312+.22 2.93+.22
biomedical ethics School class 3.08+.23 246 033 2.87+.14 37 800
medie s Internet 2.99+.20 2.87+.20
Training, lecture 295+21 2.78+.14
Experience of studying
rence : Yes 311+.20 2.89+.12
for biomedical ethics No 200491 795 <001 288+ 19 03 980
over 1 semester
. . Yes 3.06£.22 2.86+.16
gixfne:;“:f (iicon?fl i‘f No 2.99+.22 857 <00l 289+18 48 618
omedical ethic: proble Not interested 285£.19 28727
. Yes 306+.23 2.88+.16
gte“:éffalto ;E.t‘f:ld e Mo 302:.21 113 34 28921 5wl
lomedical ctincal classes Not interested 299+.22 286£.20
Ptﬁs.ﬁlhtyb(ff m‘cr,e??ﬁ . Yes 3.05£.23 28018
f t; ;’m lemb dt“’fr 1.‘;5” No 299£.19 266 o7l 283+13 120 305
0 the development ot e Not interested 291+.22 2.87+.27

science

(Table 5) Difference in sub—categories consciousness of biomedical ethics between nursing and
non—nursing students

Total Nursing Non-nursing
Variables (n=483) (n=325) (n=158) t p

MxSD Rank M+SD Rank M=SD Rank
Right to life of fetus 3.10+.49 3 3.17+46 2 29152 5 513 <001
Artificial abortion 2.82+.39 8 2.88+.39 8 2.89+.41 6 -20 839
Artificial insemination 3.01+.47 4 3.03+.48 5 2.95+.46 4 1.74 083
Prenatal diagnosis of fetus 2.93+.44 6 3.04+.41 4 263+.41 9 9.40 <001
Right to life of newborn 3.17+52 1 32147 1 3.07+.63 1 2.49 013
Euthanasia 2.87+52 7 2.92+54 7 21242 7 3.68 <001
Organ transplantation 3.14+.45 2 3.17+.44 2 3.07+.45 1 2.03 043
Brain death 2.82+.40 8 2.88+.42 9 2.66+.22 8 5.03 <001
Human biotechnology 3.01£.31 4 3.01+.32 6 3.01+.30 3 03 975
Total 2.91+.22 3.04+.22 2.83+.18 6.79 <001
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