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ABSTRACT

Ancient Greece was a patriarchal society that distinguished gender roles between men and
women. Although their costumes were composed of simple rectangular fabric without any techni-
cal complications in itself, the Greeks did try to express gender differences in their clothing. The
final look of the Greek costume was dependent on the way the cloth draped onto its wearer as
well as the wearer’s identity. Greeks costume could just be seen as a rectangular fabric when it
was not draped on a person's body. The purpose of this study is to examine how the gender
differences were expressed in the ancient Greek drapery costume, which was made by using a
completely different technical process, compared with the modern tailored costume. There are
four elements of the costume that give the costume its formative shape, which are the wearer's
body, the rectangular fabric (material as the first formative costume), the way the fabric is drap-
ed, and the final appearance as the second formative costume (the relationship between the wear-
er's body and the costume) and this study analyzes these elements individually. It is intended to
analyze the gender characteristics and how each element appears in a different way from the
perspective of Structuralism, an analytical method that considers a phenomenon as a total sum of
the elements. Literature research was conducted and representative sculpture, painting and pot-
tery, were used between the Archaic Period (B.C. 800~500) and the Classical Period (B.C.
500~323). The results show that the gender differences appear in each formative element of cos-
tume: First, the body was distinguished by the ancient Greek custom. The man's nudity was ac-
cepted while the woman's body was concealed. Second, in regards to the first formative costume,
which was the rectangular fabric, men’s were made with thick high quality wool because their in-
volvement in outdoor activities meant that they needed clothes to stay warm, while the women
wore clothes made of thin wool or hemp cloth, because their most of their activities were at
home. Third, the way to drape the fabric shows the gender differences by changing the length
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of the clothing and its design ; men's short khAiton was practical for big movement and at the
same time the clothing exposed the man's body. The woman's doric khiton diversified its deco-
ration by the size of the apotigma and by using the belt. Finally the second formative costume
reflected the Greeks' social distinction between a man's body and a woman's body. The man's
costume naturally exposed the man's body. On the other hand, the woman's long costume has a
variety of shapes on the ground, that concealed her lower body, while the ornamental function
was more accentuated than the man's costume. The gender differences expressed in Greek cos-
tume fundamentally reflected the point of view of the male and female body and their social
roles in society.

Key words: body(#), gender (FH), Greek costume (L2 E2]),
the first formative costume(1x+3852]), the second formative costume (22+Z3E-2]),
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