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= Abstract =

Objectives: This study measures nursing students’ ability to recognize child abuse and identifies the factors
related to varying levels of recognition.

Methods: In this cross-sectional study, data were collected from 370 third and fourth year nursing students
using a self-reported questionnaire during November 15-30, 2011. The measuring tool for child abuse
recognition used in the study was developed by Ozasa (2011) and is composed of 44 items including
physical, mental, and sexual abuse, and neglect. For data analysis, descriptive statistics, two sample t-tests,
and regression analysis were evaluated with the SPSS/PC ver20.0 program.

Results: Nursing students were concerned about child abuse(85.4%), but knew little about related laws and
regulations(14.3%), and they had almost no formal education or training regarding how to recognize child
abuse. They only 1.6% reported child abuse even if they encountered such incidents; however, they correctly
recognized even infrequent incidents of child abuse. Recognition of sexual abuse ranked highest, while
recognition of neglect ranked lowest. Those with higher levels of concern over child abuse showed higher
recognition scores. Regression analysis revealed that physical abuse, mental abuse, and neglect had different
related factors, while sexual abuse had none.

Conclusion: Education and training on the subject of child abuse is strongly recommended in nursing

curriculums so that nurses will be able to appropriately respond to and report suspected child abuse.
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Table 1. Child abuse related characteristics by year (n=370)
.. All 3rd year 4th year 9
Characteristics 1 (%) (%) (%) x> (D)
Total 370(100.0) 212 (57.3) 158 (42.7) -
Awareness of child abuse Yes 316 (854) 172 (81.1) 144 91.1) 727
No 54 (146) 40 (189) 14 ( 89) (0.007)
Training regarding child abuse Yes 73 (19.7) 33 (108) 50 (31.6) 2472
No 297 (80.3) 189 (8.2 108 (684) (0.001)
Knowledge of child welfare laws Yes 53 (14.3) 9(9D 34 (215) 1163
No 317 (&.7) 193 (91.0) 124 (785) (0.001)
Ever reported child abuse Yes 6 (16) 4 (19 2 (13 (0.999)*
No 364 (984) 08 (98.1) 156 (98 7) '
Concern for child abuse victim Yes 131 (34 9 (32.5) 62 (39.2) 177
No 239 (64.6) (67 5) % (60.8) (0.183)
* From Fisher's exact test.
Table 2. Recognition of child abuse by general and related characteristics (70)
Characteristics n (%) MeantSD t (p)
Total 370(100.0) 3.02+0.486 -
Year 3rd year 212 (57.3) 3010506 -0433 (0.665)
4th year 158 (42.7) 3.03+0.459
Sex Male 41 (11.1) 3.10+0.486 1.170 (0.248)
Female 329 (89) 3.01+0476
Post-college career Hospitals & clinics 315 (&.1) 3.00£0492 -1.600 (0.111)
Other 5% (149) 31240442
Awareness of child abuse Yes 316 (854) 3040474 2.001 (0.046)
No 54 (146) 2.90+0.542
Training regarding child abuse Yes 73 (19.7) 30610519 0.744 (0457)
No 297 (80.3) 3.01+0478
Knowledge of child welfare laws Yes 53 (14.3) 2.98+0.480 -0.629 (0.530)
No 317 (&.7) 3.03+0.483
Documentation of child abuse Yes 6 (16) 3.08£0.509 0.286 (0.775)
No 364 (984) 3.02+0.486
Concern for child abuse victim Yes 131 (3b4) 31140452 2.722 (0.007)
No 239 (64.6) 2.97+0.497
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