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A Study of Intensive Care Unit Nurses’ Understanding of the Meaning
of Death, Death Anxiety, Death Concern and Respect for Life

Jeong Hwa Kang, M.S.N., RN. and Suk Jung Han, R.N., Ph.D.*

Graduate School of Sahmyook University, *Department of Nursing, Sahmyook University, Seoul, Korea

Purpose: We investigated how intensive care unit (ICU) nurses understand the meaning of death, death anxiety,
death concern and respect for life. Methods: From November 2009 through February 2010, a survey was conducted
on 230 nurses working at the ICU of 10 general hospitals located in Seoul and Gyeonggi province. Participants
were asked to answer a questionnaire consisted of 67 questions under four categories of the meaning of death,
death anxiety, death concern and respect for life. Results: Participants scored 4.27 points on their understanding
of the meaning of death, 4.43 on death anxiety, 4.12 on death concern and 4.18 on respect for life. Participants’
meaning of death was negatively correlated with death anxiety and death concern and positively with respect for
life. Participants’ positive meaning of death was negatively correlated with death anxiety and death concern and
positively with respect for life. Participants’ negative meaning of death was negatively correlated with death anxiety
and death concern and positively with respect for life. Participants’ death anxiety was positively correlated with
death concern and negatively with respect for life. Participants’ death concern was negatively correlated with respect
for life. Conclusion: Compared with nurses who served at ICU for a long time, nurses with less ICU experience
scored lower on the meaning of death and respect for life, while they presented high anxiety and concern about
death. A training course may help nurses develop their view on the meaning of death, which in turn would enhance
their performance in caring dying patients.
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Table 1. Characteristics of the Subjects (N=230).

Characteristics Categories N (%) Mean (SD)

Age (year) <23 49 (21.3) 26.42 (3.70)
24~26 85 (37.0)
27~29 61 (26.5)
=30 35 (15.2)
Gender Women 214 (93.0)
Men 16 (7.0)
Education status 3 year college 148 (64.3)
4 year university 76 (33.1)
> Graduate school 6 (2.6)
Marital status Not married 196 (85.2)
Married 34 (14.8)
Children Don’t have 209 (90.9)
Have 21 9.1)
Religion Don’t have 119 (51.7)
Have 111 (48.3)
Income (10,000 <200 100 (43.5)
won/month) 200~ 250 84 (36.5)
=250 46 (20.0)

Total work <1 70 (30.4) 3.58 (4.00)
duration (year) 1~3 58 (25.3)
>3 102 (44.3)

Work duration in <1 88 (38.3) 2.84 (2.99)
ICU* (year) 1~3 50 (21.7)
=3 92 (40.0)
Work department ~ Medical ICU* 106 (46.0)
Surgical ICU* 59 (25.7)
Combined ICU* 65 (28.3)

*[CU: intensive care unit.
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Table 2. Meanings of Death, Death Anxiety, Death Concern and Life Respect Will of the Subjects (N=230).

Variables Item No. Minimum Maximum Item mean (SD)
Meanings of death 35 94 228 4.27 (0.86)
Positive meanings of death 19 47 129 4.18 (1.02)
Negative meanings of death 16 47 106 4.38 (0.90)
Death anxiety 10 10 68 4.43 (1.35)
Death concern 10 17 64 4.12 (1.22)
Life respect will 12 23 82 4.18 (1.24)
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Table 3, Meaning of Death, Death Anxiety, Death Concern and Life Respect Will according to the Subjects’ General Characteristics (N=230).

Mean (SD)
Characteristics Categories
Meanings of death  Death anxiety Death concern Life respect will
Age (year) <23 (n=49) 4.00 (0.80)° 4.94 (1.23) 427 (1.18) 395 (1.19)"
24~26 (n=85) 4.16 (0.83)" 417 (134" 430 (1.22) 407 (1.27)"
27~29 (n=61) 436 (0.94)™ 4.81 (1.18)" 4.03 (1.31) 4.11 (1.28)°
>30 (n=35) 4.77 0.65) 3.66 (1.35) 3.64 (1.02) 4.87 (0.096)°
F (P) 6.73 (<0.001)  9.89 (<0.001)  2.89 (0.036) 4.73 (0.003)
Schéffe a<b a>c¢ a<b
Gender Women (n=214) 4.31 (0.86) 4.42 (135) 4.12 (1.21) 4.18 (1.24)
Men (n=16) 3.75 (0.71) 4.50 (1.39) 4.08 (1.42) 4.13 (1.39)
t (P) 0.29 (0.012) 0.35 (0.826) 0.25 (0.876) 0.30 (0.872)
Education status 3 year college (n=148) 4.16 (0.84)" 445 (1.31) 4.17 (1.19) 4.20 (1.29)
4 year university (n=76) 4.49 (0.835)ub 4.41 (1.43) 4.08 (1.27) 4.09 (1.18)
>Graduate school (n=6) 5.19 (0.67)° 4.13 (1.36) 4.15 (1.56) 4.74 (1.03)
F(P) 849 (<0.001)  0.17 (0.846) 0.40 (0.671) 0.83 (0.440)
Scheffe a<b
Marital status Not married (n=196) 4.19 (0.86) 4.47 (1.36) 4.23 (1.22) 4.08 (1.28)
Married (n=34) 4.74 (0.67) 4.20 (1.28) 3.48 (1.03) 4.74 (0.83)
¢t (P) 4.11 (<0.001)  0.79 (0.286) 1.56 (0.001) 6.70 (<0.001)
Children Don’t have (n=209) 4.21 (0.86) 4.47 (1.35) 4.18 (1.21) 4.11 (1.26)
Have (n=21) 4.88 (0.48) 4.00 (1.32) 3.52 (1.19) 4.82 (0.89)
t (P) 7.12 (<0.001)  0.45 (0.123) 0.07 (0.018) 3.09 (0.013)
Religion Don’t have (n=119) 4.06 (0.91) 4.74 (1.53) 4.47 (1.36) 3.76 (1.33)
Have (n=111) 450 (0.74) 4.10 (1.03) 3.75 (0.93) 4.63 (0.96)
t (P) 9.67 (<0.001)  28.66 (<0.001)  23.99 (<0.001) 17.17 (<0.001)
Total work duration (year) <1 (n=70) 3.65 (1.02)" 5.39 (1.42)°" 4.96 (1.33)" 3.28 (1.41)"
1~3 (n=58) 4.41 (0.53)° 4.01 (1.04)° 3.93 (1.00)° 4.60 (0.92)
>3 (h=102) 4.63 (0.63) 401 (1.10° 3.65 (0.94)° 455 (0.93)
F (P) 36.68 (<0.001) 3231 (<0.001) 31.18 (<0.001)  33.55 (<0.001)
Schéffe a<b a>b a>b a<b
Work duration in ICU (year) <1 (n=88) 3.83 (1.00)" 5.17 (1.43)" 4.76 (1.36)" 3.49 (1.36)"
1~3 (n=50) 429 (0.57)° 3.70 (1.05)" 3.90 (0.93)° 4.64 (1.08)
>3 (n=92) 4.69 (0.60)° 4.11 (1.05) 3.63 (0.94)° 4.58 (0.87)
F (P) 27.83 (<0.001)  28.99 (<0.001) 24.17 (<0.001) 2653 (<0.001)
Schéffe a<b<c a>b a>b a<b
Work department Medical ICU* (n=106) 4.46 (0.79)° 4.35 (1.38) 4.08 (1.17) 434 (1.23)
Surgical ICU* (n=59) 3.85 (0.82)° 4.76 (1.23) 4.18 (1.29) 3.83 (1.17)°
Combined ICU* (n=65) 4.34 (0.88)° 425 (137) 4.14 (1.27) 4.23 (1.29)°
F (P) 1053 (<0.001)  2.58 (0.078) 0.16 (0.856) 3.29 (0.039)
Scheffe a>b a>b
*ICU: intensive care unit.
0.001, AHEZ]2(P=0.039) AF7} F9stA =t woll tiet 244 onl(=0.92, P<0.001), S5 ot
(Table 3). B A oln|(r=0.85, P<0.001), AHEFX](+=0.54, P
=] =z O 77
1 B89, 5220 SSnojs W MmESx| 7t CODS BH ATWWAT BT SEEAE S50
of AmEA o] E(r=0.35, P<0.001)¢ FA AHAAAZ EJ1, =&
i o Wt FHA olulr=—047, P<0.001), o] et
o= F5EQM=—0.44, P<0.001)7} F3Ho B4 oln|(r=—0.29, P<0.001), FHEF] A (r=—0.55,
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Table 4, Correlations among Meaning of Death (Positive meanings of death, Negative meanings of death), Death Anxiety, Death Concern and Life

Respect Will (N=230).

£ @) : @) : @) £ r® t @)
Meanings of death 1
Positive meanings of death 0.92 (<0.001) 1
Negative meanings of death 0.85 (<0.001) 0.57 (<0.001) 1
Death anxiety —0.44 (<0.001) —0.47 (<0.001) —0.29 (<0.001) 1
Death concern —0.53 (<0.001) —0.40 (<0.001) —0.58 (<0.001) 0.35 (<0.001) 1
Life respect will 0.54 (<0.001) 0.47 (<0.001) 0.49 (<0.001) —0.55 (<0.001) —0.52 (<0.001) 1
ot A &Ju]=—040, P<0.001), F5ol ool o #34 on] Hee 4383, Sl tE
gk B4 oJu](r=—0.58, P<0.001), YEEFA|(r= Eet 4437, S5 E 4124, *ﬂﬂh o2 4187 &
—0.52, P<0.000)¢} -2 GHAAE HAdth YPEF 2 3 FEEY o A4 vYest gids did
A F5 g SHA Avje=047, P<0.00D), F = OB Z2 EFS }%'6}04 AT Inumiya(23)E S
ol ek A fn]=049, P<0.00DE A FHF o tiek FHA oJn] 4383, B oJn] 4637, F2
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