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ABSTRACT

A Critical Review of Discourses on Commercialization of Korean Press

Jung—Hoon Lee"

With a view to grasping how media commercialization is understood and discussed in the media-related
academic community, this study compares and reviews other researches on the commercialization process
of Korean press. Full-fledged studies have been rarely performed on the history of commercialization,
but similar or related studies have been conducted intermittently: One is the commercialization theory
in 1933 and the other is the commercialization theory in the late 1960s. Both of them decided Korean
press had been commercialized as a strategical option in the midst of political pressure. It gives a clue
leading us to understanding on why Korean press shows partisanship which is pointed as one of social
maladies. Korean press acquires less economic benefits if they play in the market than if political parties
they support or share the same political interest take power, so they are a commercial press as well
as a partially partisan press. In this context, commercialization of Korean press is still underway, and
genuine commercialization hitting the balance with politicization may have yet to begin.

Keywords: periodization of commercialization, commercialization theory in 1933, commercialization
theory in the late 1960s, political commercialization
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