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ABSTRACT

A Research on the Nature of Working of the Employees in e=Sport Industry

Sun—Young Ahn" * Jae—Woong Shim™

The goal of the study is to analyze some structural issues of e-sport industry which has rapidly developed
since 2000. Most of the previous studies regarding e-sport dealt with e-sport in terms of industrial
prospect and economic values. In this study, we attempted to focus on employees of the field using
in-depth interview method. Research findings show that there were several reasons for younger workers
to early enter into the industry such as individualized labor market of post-modern era, growth of IT
industry, and diversion of related occupational categories. The development of e-sport industry was possible
with the youth’ passion for the industry. However, their labor so called “professional” is vulnerable
without systematic structure for them. This indicates that industrial prospect of e-sport industry and
business models are not healthy. In addition, some implications of the findings were discussed.

Keywords: e-sport, progamer, official referee, nature of working
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