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ABSTRACT

Unidentified Flying Objectivity:
The Rhetoric of Pseudo—-Science in Four Major Newspapers in Korea,

Soon—Chul Shin*

There have been enormous social impacts on many areas, including science journalism, since the so-called
“Hwang Woo Suk” incident. Although wide demand for better science journalism has been aroused
since then, but it is hard to find an evidence to prove we have reached the point. This study examines
how major Korean newspapers report Unidentified Flying Objects in order to test if the level of science
journalism had been elevated. As results, still it is a long road ahead to achieve the goals because most
reports were taken from the international news agents or from the witnesses rather than scientific researches
and analyses; terminologies used in the stories were ambiguous; follow-up stories were rare, the sources
were usually pseudo-scientific, wanton errors in basic facts and coherence, and other problems were found.
It could be suggested that the dependency on supplied news to be reduced, journalists who understand
both science and journalism are required, inner regulations on science reporting to be established, correct
quotations and fact-checks to be accomplished, fairness to be maintained within the boundary of normal
science.

Keywords: Unidentified Flying Objects, UFO, science journalism
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