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Traumatic Experience and the obsessive behaviors in romantic
relationship of Female Sex Workers
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Abstract This study investigated the characteristics of obsessive behaviors in romantic relationship of 42 female
sex workers and the effect of traumatic experiences on them. Research results that there was no significant
difference in loneliness, jealousy, over sensitiveness between the female sex workers group and the controls. But
fear of rejection and doubt in the romantic relationship are significantly higher in the female sex workers group
than in the controls. Among the subscales, childhood neglect and family secret were most frequently associated
with the various obsessive behaviors. This is also the case for the control group, with family secret and
physical abuse being the most. Finally, in regression analysis, in the control group, childhood physical abuse
had the biggest impact on the obsessive behaviors in romantic relationship. On the other hand, the target group,
childhood neglect had the biggest impact on the obsessive behaviors in romantic relationship.

Key Words : Childhood abuse, Female sex workers, Romantic relationship, Trauma during prostitution.
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[Table 1] Demographic results of sex workers group and
the controls

Sex Workers the controls

1635

years Group(person) (person) t
n=42 n=42
15-24 21(50.0%) 25(59.5%)
25-34 16(38.1%) 7(16.7%)
AGE 35-44 5(11.9%) 10(23.8%) 66
Average(SD) 25.57(6.13) 24.45(9.21)
under middle g g ) 0(0.0%)
school
Bdu- jioh school  31(73.8%) 34(81.0%)
tfzn university 2(4.8%) 819.0%)
above univ. 1(2.4%) 0(0.0%)
Average(SD)  11.39(2.03) 11.80(1.86)
unmarried 35(83.3%) 33(78.6%)
Mar- married 2(4.8%) 8(19.0%)
riage divorced 2(4.9%) 0(0.0%)
others 3(7.0%) 1(2.4%)
* p<.05, ** p<0l, ** p<.001
= Zeke] Az see] Aol ejah) etk
t=.66, p=.514, t=-.95, p=.344). A A9 QALEA 54
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A

[Table 2] Prostitution related factors of sex workers group

Sex Workers Group

years (person)
n=42
under 1 10(23.8%)
. 1-5 17(40.5%)
Durat_lon. of 5-10 1023.8%)
Prostitution
over 10 5(11.9%)
Average(SD) 52.86 months(48.91)
under 15 6(14.3%)
A ¢ 16-20 28(66.7%)
- 25-30 2(4.8%)
Beginning
over 31 12.4%)
Average(SD) 18.67(3.65)
22 58HEF

2.2.1 OINE TE MEX|
Solul008)7+ ket HEAR ol JBA W A=
o)

i, g, 0 FoIg, 4R,

:rL*éEM ek =5/
pEa Rt ‘% TEUS 5 7 71 st - oRH
Al SRS =AY QPgshrtar sk A, A
FHES BEYA AdTGsHA F2A Etelshe 3
= HEAO a9} 7}77}-‘% AEeA AFE =7

AsiA vl thigh oS Slste= A oueth &
38Eatoln] s 1FA| Yt/ AR 1A gt/ oF
ZF agct/ A2 g}/ “H—°r agoP Y 53 Hew
BASIFI AA| AF = AFE 952 HIEQIch

2.2.2 Ols7| 24t A8 MEX|(Trauma
Antecedents Questionnaire; TAQ)
Herman} Kolk(1990)7]— kst 184 o] Ak

A8 2 F 28 47 A2 8 ARt
B B P
A, 715 W e, ARA s, 4 sk, 444 o
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[Table 31 &% =7 A<

Questionnaire Author Subscales
Romantic Amy 5 subscales
Relationship Woo Total 38 items
Obsessions Q (2008) 5 point scale
Trauma Antecedents Herman 10 SUbSC.a fes
. . Total 42 items
Questionnaire & Kolk 4 voint scale

(1990) P

Traumatic Hveon 5 subscales

Antecedents during y . Total 16 items
. Sun Kim .

Prostitution Q 5 point scale

2.3 XI2EA
Aol A $7E AR SPSS 1202 Faf HAH
3f

FHI

At ATLtiAIA}e] olatekA EAJS Alu R 7| 9

3} et o] Wy EZREAE ST ttestD E3f I
T o] AFE AASHALE E3F ol duA [ A=
T 9 olel 2919 Bt W BE2HAE RIS T t-test
2 Eg) A 7} 2po| S dolrrar, Aufjof Ak dukel
A ZAzto] Hafl o571 &4 A 9 Aduid 5 23
A o]l g A HE A 1HY] ks dobE it nt

obsession

childhced trauma

in romantic

of control group relationship

childhood
trauma of

target group

obsession
in romantic

trauma during relationship

prostitution of
target group

[Fig. 1] Research Model
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[Table 4] Total score and subscale of the obsessive
behavior in romantic relationship of sex
workers group and the controls

Scale of obsessive Sex Workers Group ~ The Controls

. n=42 n=42 t
behavior M(SD)
Total 100.17(35.00) 80.552021) 167
lonelinesfincomplete 1 54 ) 281365 .80
feeling
rejection fear 23.55(10.31) 19.54(5.81) 2.18**
jealousy 18.78(6.75) 17.98(4.53) .64
doubt 25.00(11.26) 20.32(6.30) 2.33%*
over sensitiveness 19.00(6.73) 19.10(4.76) -.08

* p<.05, ** p<.0l, *** p<.001

=7 2k, Aol eio] dviel Hekuct ol
botsl 2ol 5 s 5

[Table 5] Corelation between childhood abuse and
obsessive behavior in romantic relationship of
sex workers group

Scale Total 1111221r2f)?:{e rej:ction jealousy  doubt seszi:ve
score feeling ear ness
Total score of 7 5 5w 37 33k sge
childhood trauma
competence -.02 .14 -13 -05 .04 -03
sense of safety -.14 .04 -26 -16 -05 -.16
neglect 49%* .38% S1xx 38%  37% 51%%
detachment 23 17 25 21 15 26
family secret  .38% 35% 33%  34% 26 41F*
physical abuse .16 .06 18 A1 15 .16
emotional abuse .30 .14 34% 23 20 .38*
sexual abuse  .34* .16 33% 21 .34%  35%
observation of 06 15 g1 a1 25
violence
drug abuse 22 17 17 27 .03 50%*
* p<03, ** p<.01
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[Table 6] Corelation between trauma during prostitution
and obsessive behavior in romantic relationship
of sex workers group

Total
SCOTIC  oniness/ fecti over
Scale of  incomplete re]::alon jealousy doubt sensitiv
obses ~ feeling eness
sion
physical 5 09 -05 07 .00
abuse
1
SeXUEL 06 L0614 -06 .12 -0l
abuse
obsetrics 10 11 -2 -12 04
disease
isolation/ 02 02 -0l 13 04
betray
custody .09 .16 14 .01 .02 .04

* p<.05, ** p<0l

Aukel Hko] opg7] e/dat o d Al HA =
o] kg doti7] 913k ®A ATk= Table 73} @:},
A A3 obsT] A FHS olduAl HA F
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[Table 7] Corelation between childhood abuse and
obsessive behavior in romantic relationship
of the controls

Total ‘loniness/ rejection | OV‘_}J,
Scale ) incomplete jealousy doubt sensitiv
SO feeling eness
Total score
of
k% kK *
childhood 42 27 47 17 37 28
trauma
competence .07 .06 -.07 22 .05 .02
sense of 51 a3 08 -21 -10
safety
neglect .39% 25 27 21 41%* .19
detachment  .35* .19 35% .19 36% 21
family = ppex a3 a0 3er 16 43w
secret
physical
447 32% 46%* 29 27 37%
abuse
emotional |, 09 2F 11 05 03
abuse
sexual e g 31% 17 477 28
abuse
observation 21 28 21 25 .19
of violence
drug abuse .12 -.01 23 -.14 25 .01
* p<.05, ** p<Ol
3.5 Moijoj Fchop UBEQl FEHO| OBt
ol st ok57| 24t Balo| HE

ol g7 A A 3¢ aclo] Aujnf Hetx} duk
o] Ak zkzhoj| Al o] Al TA og
2)=A] ot 7] 93t THA
Table 99} Zct.

Aujju] Ktk Ao olEy

sl ARl 107 3]

290 % ol oA Wa Hmo 46} QS
A Ao vebka e of 20%3] Ao 1
epytel ghd gukel Awhe] AL, A1AH oH:H 7} g0
o G |3 oF 18%2] APPL 2= Aoz et

.

[Table 8] effects of childhood trauma and trauma during
prostitution on the obsessive behavior in
romantic relationship of sex workers group

B Beta t P
neglect 755 54 397 0.00
R’=.29, F=15.54, p<.001

[Table 9] effects of childhood trauma on the obsessive
behavior in romantic relationship of the

controls
B Beta t p
physical 727 45 302 01
abuse

R’=.18, F=9.14, p<.01
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