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Comparison of Ilustrations of Elementary Science
Textbooks in Korea and Singapore

Lee Chang—hoon1 - Kwon Chi-soon’
'Seoul BangHak Elementary School - *Seoul National University of Education

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to examine the current state of inserting illustrations in science textbooks under the
7th Revised Educational Curriculum which is currently enforced in all grades of elementary schools, and to compare and
analyze the external and internal differences in illustrations in science textbooks of elementary schools in Singapore and
Korea and to present desirable direction of producing illustrations. There are not only some differences in rate of the
kinds and role of the illustrations in grades, but also in both countries. For example, in the case of illustrations for
motivation, in both Korea and Singapore, interesting photos related to overall contents with regard to the contents of
the unit are used. But in the 3rd and 4th grade class in Singapore, story types of cartoons related to learning subjects
are presented to draw students’ interest and attention. These need to be considered when developing textbook illustrations
in the future.
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