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Identity Development of Science Teachers Involved in Teacher
Communities: Based on the Theory of “Community of Practice”

Kim, Hyojeong - Chung, Kayoun' - Lee, Hyunju?
Miyang High School - '‘Myongji University - *Ewha Womans University

Abstract: The premise of the study is that teacher communities or teacher interest groups are one of the
representative examples of Communities of Practice (CoP) formed by teachers who engage in the process of
collective learning regarding science teaching. Based on the theory of CoP, we investigated and interpreted the
process of identity development of six science teachers who have been actively involved in teacher communities. We
conducted 2-3 individua interviews with the teachersin order to explore their narratives and personal experiences of
being involved in the communities over the years. Results indicated that a teacher community is a place where the
teachers not only generated and shared repertories of ideas, documents on teaching and learning, or routines (i.e.
practices), but aso formulated a set of relationships through socia participation. Teacher communities actively
provide the teachers a sense of joint enterprise and identity, and where the teachers have an opportunity to develop
themsalves personally and professionally as science teachers playing mgor rolesin their communities.

Key words: Community of practice, teacher community, science teacher, teacher professiona development,
teacher identity
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