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Abstract

Objectives : This study was aimed to facilitate mutual comprehension between Western and Traditional
Korean Medicine (TKM) by analyzing recognition of medical school students on traditional medical
prescription and treatment such as herbal medicines and acupuncture.

Methods : We conducted a survey targeting medical school students of four medical schools from April
through May 2009, and analyzed 208 cases responded.

Results : Survey results revealed that medical school students took knowledge of traditional medicine
from TV programs and on the Web in general. They thought they had considerable traditional medical
knowledge but did not almost understand for professional contents. Regardless of some positive
recognition for traditional herbal medicine, negative perspectives were more common and its safety and
efficacy on the drug reference were considered as a major reason. On the other hand, recognition on
acupuncture was comparatively positive. Scientific data for both herbal medicine and acupuncture are
lacking in reality but the attitude only for acupuncture was different. Of the survey respondents, 57.8%
had negative attitude against diagnostic methods of TKM and 59.1% opposed to the usage of modern
medical equipments by TKM doctors. With regard to the future position of TKM, they tacitly approved
that TKM would be absorbed into the complementary and alternative medicine (CAM) and importance of
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TKM objectification, followed by Government’'s support.

Conclusions : Medical school students neither affirm nor deny TKM as a whole but the state of
awareness for each item was similar to the physician. In terms of TKM its internal and external
innovation would be required to continuously establish objectification of TKIM prescription and scientific

research on treatment technology.

Key words : Traditional Korean Medicine, Traditional Herbal Medicine, Acupuncture.
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Table 1. Gender and distribution

A SHAT (%)
(40%3) 1374 (32.5)
(49%8) 43 (87.6)
(40%8) 28 (70.0)
(76%8) 447 (57.9)
(49%3) 361 (735)
(49%3) 4478 (89.8)

208 (68.6)
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Table 2. TKM knowledge acquisition paths of medical
school students
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Table 3. TKM knowledge acquisition levels of
medical school students
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Table 4. TKM treatment experiences of medical
school students

A A= awEd
L S
R 122 121 260
1 .
=00 @wo w5 7 o
AL g e wemd @
a3}
=TI ) 170
72 (424
s wo a6 %Y Gwo

. 1
1o Leht 244 Aol 19
Aehgoz gk ol tsiie A

Q1 ol A MR 7} 454%, BF KIEto
ety 7t 37.2%, Aol A4 Awraey
9.3%, ‘71EF 81% o= At} Aoz
Q1A gk ol el A AAARS B

ey 7E 49.3%, ‘QAF ATV 7 40.6%, AA
e Fou] gl 7] Eolf 7E 5.8%, TEF 4.3%
S 2 AT S S ) (Table 5).

My 2

F
H

[Atel B 2| 27[7] At
I olA I

—

lml

()]
rok
o |0

r

stojate] &) o] 27]7](X-ray, CT, MRDA}
of disA 59.1%7}F Hbd], 409%7F ZHdo=
At
Aol =7]7] AH-S ek olfEe A
At} X 2E A7) 458%% 71 B
T v o R ‘ghojste] HEkslE fJElAl

14.3%, ‘=rHle] 1757 Tgo] Hof 7} 11.4%,
BrOALE Sjrtol B R ARG THSEITY 11.4%, ‘§F
oJste] SIAIHS F&et= dolthel 1.4% ol
Atk 15.7%= ‘&, o] 57]7|ARSol ok AL a
o] ArhH ZHdelet il ek

ghojate] o] 5 7)7] ARE-S WHEhE o] fE
© oAt HEA FF0] 37.0%% 7HE B8
a1, ‘FhoJAbe] R E Hlojd ot
31.5%, ‘greo]sle] EAef Hlojd Aolryof 251%,
‘GhoJate] F|EpAJo] REeprh 7 54%, &kl
o] gAIS A= Aotk 7t 1L.0% = Hala
(7 55 &) (Table 6).

@ op
SR @

2

Table 5. Recognition of medical school students on diagnosis of TKM
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Table 6. Recognition of medical school
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students on the usage of modern medical equipments by TKM doctors
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Table 7. Recognition of medical school students on traditional herbal medicine
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Table 8. Recognition of medical school students on acupuncture
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Table 9. Recognition of medical school students on
general TKM treatment and cooperative system of
Western medicine and TKM
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Table 10. Direction for development of TKM

SHAE (%)
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