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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study was to understand the lived experiences of grandmothers who provide child care services to
their grandchildren and employed mothers who utilize child care by grandmothers, with regards to their relationships while
exchanging the specific type of intergenerational support. The data for this study came from 42 in-depth, individual interviews
with 21 pairs of employed mothers who had at least one child younger than elementary-school age and their mothers or moth-
ers-in-law who had provided child care on a daily basis for their grandchildren. Our phenomenological analysis revealed that
the grandmothers felt uncomfortable and overwhelmed when caring for their grandchildren and that they considered this activity
to be different from caring for their own children by nature. However, the grandmothers wanted to help their adult children
based on their feeling of "boo-mo-ma-eum" (meaning parental heart, i.e., love or care). The employed mothers perceived that
they were substantially dependent on the grandmothers by receiving help with child care and housework. Reliance on grandmothers
was inevitable and beneficial to these mothers. Dynamic intergenerational living arrangements enabled the dependent relationships.
The grandmothers set specific boundaries pertaining to current and future child care so that they would not take on too much
responsibility for child care. The mothers used various strategies that contributed to stable child care support from the grandmothers.
Providing financial remuneration was an important strategy that had symbolic relational meanings, such as expressing gratitude,

rather than financial meanings.

AT20|(Key Words) : 315-#7|(relationships between mothers-in-law and daughters-in-law), Z193%7(relationships between older
mothers and adult daughters), Alt] 7+ %7} (intergenerational ambivalence), At 7+ A € (intergenerational
support), 59| &2 F54](child care by grandmothers)
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03 B7)E offrki A A3k b} 9lth. Lee and Bauer(2013)
[.d79 384 ¢ 53 = 27} 21 GeS Yy MYsts 5712 BA
g A xR Aol A B FEA 98, Iz

HAYE 7t 2RAA oFd AW E 271 BAZF 5o Afoe A oksd FdA HTE Besof i
of FAske AL vl BHAQ JSFHE A2 Aokt YPzho]l TG E He WIS 2ZH 2R &4 &F5A
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Z5,2009). BHe] B A Zo] A2 E d B A F of Wt A wj¢- ofm) Qe FAlolL AR B d/ghEtel A
oy gAY EFol A &4l A B 4R RIS SAska glou, o tigk 5yl 9 e Al =o&
oA HYEY A AFHS 2R, 53] 2RAA & AFA FEolth. A 2 dt 2R 22 &R o
3t Hl&o] J13] ETH(Chin et al., 2012; Lee & Bauer, w3k A4 A7 ¢ A7 BF e oy A
2013). o] H gk wj Gl A At 3Y AG7IERIL EAE = o] BE A7t 2R 7iR1e EAY gsAd ] oy 4
He 2R 95 AFdte '&F 250 AY's 1 o] 2HE 1 ok WA, 2R Y FEA o]
AT st SAZE H7IE SATHEA LR, 2013). ZR EATY o] oflgt 2R HYR F A Ato]d

280 £ FHAdo] #AlY o] d AL YR A e E d@4olgte Hole AA #AE FA stk
o 7t wet 2R k& de] i a7t Sk wh, S FEALL 2R} AR F AE AeAs 43
A% EAUE 2EATL AAste 2Re Z4As e = 5l TAEE ddelge Ae AHFo RN 2R &
Wt e fEo] A 7tEER AYdA Hoju ARE Ay FgAde] 2 BAR 21 F AT AY o F
& 24718 BYa Ao sk ) A= EAHKIm o]A A & Zolth.
& Chung, 2011) &40 F5ALLS B d= wols S F5A el 9o 2R} HARY AAHS T+
oA 3 k. g} 4 A A4 (Choi, Kim, & Yeom, 2012) T gofsly] A 2R HYR 9 T4 E F
of ZAA £ FEALe AEHoE MUY 2RE 3] o] &< Zﬂﬁd(hved experiences)& ©|3|& Z a7} St
50%%= HA skt Ay, A7 =7 AT (Baek zam ixm A Qo) B3 APAFE 22 AP
et al, 2011)9] AFolA ZHEI} EA4Y d&E A Yde g FEYS B AYRY AP FEE AT 79 o] Fo
olfr= ‘ofo]& ERE e FEe AAT F loM'E A 2 2] %’%9}‘3}. £ F5AdY 5715 A7) HE 22
g3k vjgo] M Eodthe A olgd FAE wa o HAARE A BHTF A7 (Lee & Bauer, 2013)7} &
AAE HZ 9 d 3 dsAY dulE] dstA ke & A S Bolth A HY RUBAE AFsly] Sldte A
Ay &AL Age BAVE GE F A dE 59, HEE H9HY 97 (Kim, Lee, & Lee, 2010)7} 1ot &4
ArdFdAe EF ¢ 3 FE el dEt ] e W ggA o] o] d79 FALFL ok
FEAYUNL, ARAGANAE EAIE R 229 A 229} YR #A APe Aol A Rofof sh= 27
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2RO EAY gAYl o7t He E OE olfe ot A A ool wEH A A (realities)= 3R Zlo] of
& 589 dAS FFH #do] ZHSung, 2006). Ut A3A Feag-& Fote] FxHa, FAHY, A=
71& Aol IAH Wik HFo] FbekAL ﬁl%% =7 Aol Wetol whe} 2 A Hth(Gubrium & Holstein,
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A A3t pEd g9 A= Al 3t A ¥ (intergeneratio-
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Table 1. Characteristics of Interview Participants Providing and Utilizing Child Care by Grandmothers

Grandmothers (N = 21) M or n (%) Mothers (N = 21) M or n (%)
Occupation
Relationship with child Managerial office job 2 (195)
Paternal grandmothers 8 (38.1) Supportive office job 10 (47.6)
Maternal grandmothers 13 (61.9) Teaching/technical job 8 (38.1)
Self-employed 1 (48
Age when interviewed _ Age when interviewed _
(Range: 54~70) M =607 (Range: 29~38) M= 320
Number of children M = 262 Number of children M =143
1 1(48) 1 13 (61.9)
2 11 (524) 2 7 (33.3)
3~7 9 (429) 3 1 (48)
Education
Education
Eler.nenta}ry or less 7 (33.3) High school 2 (95)
Junior high 4 (19.0)
. 2-year college 5 (23.8)
High school 5 (23.8)
4-year college 9 (42.9)
College 4 (19.0) Master’s degree 5 (23.8
Graduate 1 (498 & )
Marital status Marital status
Married 19 (90.5) Married 20 (95.2)
Widowed 2 (95 Divorced 1 (48
Average hours of care M = 586 Average hours of work M =421
(per week; range: 25~84) (per week; range: 10~70)
Age of child® cared for Length of current care arrangement
2~11 months 6 (28.6) Less than 1 year 3 (14.3)
12~23 months 7 (33.3) 1~2 years 11 (52.4)
2~3 years 4 (19.0) 3~4 years 5 (23.8)
4~5 years 4 (19.0) 5+ years 2 (195
Number of grandchildren cared for on a regular basis during the day
1 grandchild only 12 (57.1)
1 grandchild during the day and an additional child at night or on an irregular basis 4 (19.0)
2 grandchildren 5 (23.8)

Place of care by grandmothers

Three-generation household 7 (
Child sleeps at grandmother’s house during the week 6 (
Grandmother sleeps at mother’s house during the week 3 (143
Parent brings the child to grandmother’s house every day during the week 4 (
Grandmother visits mother’s house every day during the week 1 (

L . b
Financial remuneration to grandmother

None/irregular 2 (95)
Contribution to living expenses (usually in case of co-residence) 3 (14.3)
KRW 1 ~ 490,000 6 (28.6)
KRW 500,000 ~ 999,000 7 (33.3)
KRW 1,000,000 ~ 1,200,000 3 (14.3)

°The youngest child if multiple children were involved. "Most participants reported the actual amount or within a range, and their
reports were consistent between the mother’s and the grandmother’s reports except for two pairs. The mothers’ reports were used
for these two pairs because the grandmothers reported only a broad or vague amount.

* Copyright (2013) Wiley. This table was used with permission from the following source: Lee, J., & Bauer, J. W. (2013). Motiva-
tions for providing and utilizing child care by grandmothers in South Korea. Journal of Marriage and Family, 75, 381-402.
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