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Purpose: This study was conducted to explore nursing education modality for facilitating undergraduate students'
critical thinking within the Korean nursing education context. Methods: Data were collected from four group inter-
views from two focus groups, which were composed of six nursing professors in each group. Data were analyzed
using qualitative content analysis. Results: Five themes with 13 sub-themes involving 10 categories were
delineated. The five themes were managing shared resources, a supportive system in preparing qualified faculty,
reflective thinking (self-directed learning), theory courses for understanding nursing resources, and clinical practi-
cum for exercising critical thinking. Conclusion: A nursing educational model for facilitating critical thinking within
Korean context was suggested. This could be used as an accelerator in developing nursing undergraduate course
programs for critical thinking in Korea.
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Table 1. Themes and Categories on Nursing Education for Facilitating Critical Thinking Within Korean Context

Themes Sub-themes

Categories

Managing sharing
resources for
nursing education
and evaluation

through consortium

Reasonable evaluation of learning outcomes
reflecting nursing education guideline

Supportive system
in preparing
qualified faculties

Acknowledgment of specialized tracks of

nursing faculties

Reflective thinking
for best answer:
Self directed
learning

Infra structure for self directed learning

Strategies for self directed learning

Theory courses for
connective
thinking resources

theories to clinical cases

Connecting theoretical resources to clinical
situations the new nurses dealing with

Constructing guidelines for clinical practicum

Utilizing clinical case scenarios connecting

- Formulating standardized guideline for practicum

- Sharing clinical scenarios

- Working together: Clinical settings, universities,
academy, and nursing association

- Exam questions utilizing clinical scenarios in national
examination

- Set national exam items questioning best clinical
answer

Supporting clinical training of nursing faculties

- Mentoring
- Pre-prepared resources for learning
- Pre-prepared simulation learning

- Students' self reflective journal
- Peer/self evaluations

Strategy to close the Priorities for both nurses and patients safeties

gap between
clinical settings
and universities

Practice trajectories with nurses' perspectives

Formulating decision makings trees based on

patients' progress

Utilizing algorithms for best nursing practice

Competency in solving coincidentally complex

clinical problems through integrative
-connective thinking
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