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Abstract

The major purpose of this study was to explore the relation of a child’s need for approval, anxiety and anger-in on
a child’s relational aggression according to gender. The study’s participants included 464 boys and girls selected from
fifth-and sixth-graders at an elementary school in Busan. A child’s need for approval, anxiety, anger-in and relational
aggression were assessed with their own self-reports. For data analysis, Cronbach o, T-test, Pearson correlation
coefficients, and Multiple Regression were used. The collected data was analyzed by the SPSSWIN 18.0 program.
The major findings were as follows: First, child’s anger-in demonstrated a significant difference among sexes. Girls
indicated higher points than boys. Second, Boys' need for approval indirectly affected child’s relational aggression
through anger-in. Boys” anger-in was directly affected by relational aggression. Boys anxiety was directly affected by
anger-in. And boys’ anxiety indirectly affected child’s relational aggression through anger-in. Third, Girls’ anxiety was
directly affected by relational aggression. Need for approval and anxiety were directly affected by anger-in. The
findings from this study indicates that child’s need for approval, anxiety and anger-in are important elements in
relational aggression are affected differently depending on the child’s gender. Also, this study has meaning in that it
can be used as fundamental data to develop a teaching plan and counseling program for children that can decrease
relational aggression.
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Table 2.
Pearson correlation: Variables related to relational
aggression (N = 464)

Girls (N = 221)
Boys (N =243) L 2 . &

1. Child’s need for approval 1 37 497 2™
2. Child’s anxiety d97 1 58 30™
3. Child’s anger-in 357 B8 1 26

4. Child’s relational aggression .24 31 38 1

Table 1.
T-test: Variables related to child’s gender (N = 464)
Variables Groups (N) M (SD) t
Child’s need for Boys (N=243) 31.76(9.35) o
approval Girls (N=221)  32.05(9.68) ’
. . Boys (N=243) 47.51(12.1)
hild’ -1
Child'sanxiety o v=m1) 2923130) ¥
. _ Boys(N=243) 17.08(6:20) .
Child'sanger-in - v_1) 1851647) 22
Child’s relational ~ Boys (N =243) 13.67(5.95) 144
aggression Girls (N=221)  12.93(5.20) '

*p<.05."p < .01 **p < .001.

2. OFs2| 21E=+, =2 ¥ ErAxet AN SAd

*p <.05."p <.01. *p < .001.
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Table 3.
Multiple regression analysis: Variables related to child’s relational aggre ssion (N = 464)
Dependent Independent Effect o
Groups variables variables B Direct effect  Indirect effect  Total effect Ll
Child’s need for
254 2 - 2!
Child’s anger-in approval > > > A0**
Boys Child’s anxiety ~ .53*** 53 - 53
Child’s relational ~ Child’s anxiety 13 - .16 .16 16+
aggression Child’s anger-in ~ .31*** 31 - 31 ’
Child’s need for
A6 4 - .
Child’s anger-in approval 46 6 46 A
Girls Child’s anxiety 320 32 - 32
Child’s relational ~ Child’s anxiety 200 22 - 22 107+
aggression Child’s anger-in 14 - - - ’
" < 05.*p < 0L **p < 00L.
Adj-R* = 40" Adj-F = .16
25*** .31*’;*

Child's need for

approval

Child's anger-in

Child's anxiety

Figure 1. The relationship of variables related to boys’ relational aggression.

Adj-R % = 43"

Child's need for A

approval

Child's anger-in

Child's relational

aggression
Adj-F = 10"

Child's anxiety

Figure 2. The relationship of variables related to girls’ relational aggression.
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