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Developing the Korean Wave through

Encouraging the Participation of YouTube users :
The Case Study of the Korean Wave Youth Fans in Hong Kong
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Abstract

This research aims to consider the participatory behaviors and the relationship building of the
Hong Kong Korean Wave fans on YouTube and to explores the effect of the behaviors in order
to spread the Korean Wave. Furthermore, this research seek ways of developing the Korean
Wave contents based on fan participation on YouTube. The research conducted both Focus
Group Interview and three rounds of email interviews with the Korean Wave fans in Hong
Kong. They actively participated in expressing themselves, replying to other comments, and
providing video contents as a fan. Also, the fans delivered the YouTube video contents to other
Social Network Services(SNS), including facebook, and online fan pages in order to build ties
with friends and other the Korean Wave global fans in daily lives. Their YouTube participation
contributes to creating two-way communication between the Korean Wave and its global fans
by spreading and re—creating the Korean Wave contents.
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