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(ABSTRACT>

A Study of Myth of King Heokgeose,
the Founder of Shilla Dynasty from a Perspective
of Analytical Psychology

Sang Ick Han, M.D., Ph.D."

C. G. Jung believed that universal and basic condition of human’s Uncon-
scious comes out from Mirchen or mythology. We can easily experience these
universality of human nature in dreams. Therefore, It is very important to in-
terpret mythogens that appear in myths and mérchen in analytical psychology
to understand these ‘big dreams’ which could be seen in clinical practice.

As I was interested in interpreting myths in analytic psychology, I tried to
find universality of archetypes in Korea’s traditional folk tales and took note
of the birth myth of Hyeokgeose, the founder of Shilla dynasty, while examin-
ing the chater of the Unsual in history in the Heritage of the Three Kingdoms.
Shilla was founded earlier than two other countries, but it was located in the
very south of the Korean Peninsula, and it was behind times in politically, mili-
tarily, and culturally compare to Goguryeo and Baekje. However, Shilla achieved
unifying the Three Kingdoms and it lasted 1000 years, the longest unified his-
tory in Korean history. I tried to examine archetypes in the birth myth if there
are any backgrounds that are related to finding a Shilla Kingdom.

It is noted that myth of the founder of Korean Peninsula’s small Kingdom
Shilla has complete story from before the birth to birth, birth of spouse, growth,
marriage, accession, governing, death, after death, and succession. Symbols
such as numbers 1, 3, 5, 6, 7, 13 and 61, various azimuthes including north,
west, south, east, and central, animals like tiger, white horse, hen, dragon, phoe-
nix, and snakes, natures like main symbol egg, rock, gourd, lightening, spring
water, stream, tree, forest, mountain, iron and goddess-image like seon-do Holy
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Mother gradually appears in the myth. These symbols could show a meaning
of human experience such as birth of Conscious, growth and development of
paternal and maternal love, and story of regeneration and extinction. Moreover,
It could be seen as these progress eternally continues in next generation. I have
found out that a word, a sentence or stories that looks meaningless in myth re-
vealed its true symbolical meaning. In addition, interaction between Uncon-
scious and Conscious repeats in different forms, and expressed in layered.

KEY WORDS : King Heokgeose - Myth - Analytical psychology.

“Jungian Analyst, Department of Psychiatry, Incheon St. Mary Hospital, School of Medical,
the Catholic University of Korea



