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The Study on The Cyber Communities of Migrant Workers in Korea™
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Abstract : This study aims to investigate the characteristics of cyber communities composed of migrant workers
from communities without propinquity in Korea. Its methods are both qualitative and quantitative. It further seeks
to discover the relationship between the social capital formed and reproduced within these cyber communities and
participants’ cultural adaptation to Korean society. The study revealed that ethnic and non—ethnic communities
differed in terms of strength of cohesion, space constraints, and links with the outside world. The former showed
characteristics of a localized community type. The main motivations for migrant workers participation in the
ethnic cyber community were communication and friendship rather than cooperation and sharing among members.
They usually used cyber communication media to communicate with one another. Conversely, the latter showed
characteristics of an integrative type. Despite the difficulties in applying for membership and information provided
in Korean, a high percentage of migrant workers participated in the community to obtain crucial information.

The results did not show a significant correlation between social capital and migrant workers™ traits within the
cyber community, while a strong correlation emerged among four factors of social capital: faith, norms,
networking, and political participation. The study showed that social capital in the cyber community was in direct
proportion to an integrative type of cultural adaptation to Korean society. In particular, there was a strong
connection between the cultural adaptation exhibited by members of the migrant subculture and their participation
in discussions on political issues and human rights, with some migrants even functioning as agents of social change
as participants in citizens movements. The findings suggest that the cyber community facilitates the migrant
subculture’s communication with and integration into the indigenous Korean culture. Migrant workers™ participation
in the cyber community is therefore validated as an instrumental practice for members of this subculture to adapt
to Korean society.

Key Words : migrant workers, communities without propinquity, cyber community, community type, social capital,

cultural adaptation
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