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Married Immigrant Women'’s Life in Relational Spaces™
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Abstract : This study has been implemented under the two purposes. One is to critically explore how married
immigrant women had experienced or experience conflicts, differentiation and so on occurred in their relations to
family, neighbor, friend, organization and nation. The other is to understand married immigrant women and family
through a new perspective based on a relational space of interacting trans—nation, local and nation. The results of
the study are summarized as the followings. Firstly, transnational space is produced by international marriage
between Korean man and foreign woman and kept (or activated ) by (non) everyday activities of married immigrant
women and family. There are remittance, children's rearing and education, visits to mother's house, emotional
interactions by phone and computer and so on. Secondly, multi-layered and relational local spaces have been
(re)produced by married immigrant women's various activities related to family, neighbor, friend, nation and so on.
Thirdly, married immigrant women's relations to nation state or government has been specifically presented (or
expressed) through the acquiring of Korean nationality and government's activities of supporting multicultural
family. Married immigrant women feel that their national identity between mother's nation and Korea is ambiguous
and undecided.

Key Words : married immigrant women, transnational space, local, relational space, nation state’s power, national
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