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The Relationship between Childhood Trauma Experience and Parent-Adolescent
Reports of Problem Behavior : Comparison of Delinquent and General Adolescent
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Objectives : The aim of this study was to investigate correlation of childhood trauma experience and parent-adolescents’ assess-
ment reports on problem behavior through comparison of delinquent and general adolescents.

Methods : First, delinquent adolescents and general adolescents were asked to complete the Childhood Trauma Questionnaire
(CTQ). Then, 71 pairs of delinq uent adolescents and their parents and 133 pairs of general adolescents and their parents were
asked to complete the Korean Youth Self-Report (K-YSR) and the Korean Child Behavior Checklist (K-CBCL). Finally, respons-
es from 410 people were used for the analysis.

Results : First, childhood trauma experience score was significantly higher for delinquent adolescents, compared to general ad-
olescents. Second, t-test showed a greater difference between K-YRS and K-CBCL for general adolescents than for delinquent ad-
olescents. Third, in the case of delinquent adolescents, the correlation analysis of K-YSR filled out by adolescents and K-CBCL
filled out by parents showed significant correlation in certain areas, including social immaturity, delinquent behaviors, internaliza-
tion issues, and externalization issues. On the other hand, the correlation analysis of K-YSR and K-CBCL of general adolescents
showed significant correlation in all sub-categories. Fourth, the correlation analysis of delinquent adolescents” CTQ and K-YSR
showed minimal yet significant correlation in social adaptation, withdrawing, depression/anxiety, and delinquent/aggressive be-
haviors, however, no correlation was observed between CTQ and K-CBCL. The correlation analysis of general adolescents’ CTQ
and K-YSR, and CTQ and K-CBCL showed significant correlation in all sub-categories, although the degree of correlation varied.

Conclusion : Delinquent adolescents had more childhood traumatic experiences. However, general adolescents’ childhood
traumatic experiences showed minimal yet significant correlation with various adaptation indicators and their parents responded
in a similar way, indicating that general adolescents with childhood traumatic experiences need close care and attention even if

they have not shown prominent delinquent behaviors.

KEY WORDS : Adolescent - Childhood Trauma Experience - Korean Child Behavior Checklist - Korean Youth Self-Report.
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Table 1. Demographic variables among adolescent groups
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Delinquent adolescent (N=72)

General adolescent (N=133)

variable Mean+SD Mean=+SD
Age (years) 16.53+ 1.42 16.77 +£0.52
C1Q 40.40+12.07 36.82+9.95
Economic state, N (%)
High 1(1.4) 10 (7.5)
Medium 62 (86.1) 120 (90.2)
Low 9 (12.5) 3(2.3)
Parent's education year
Father <6 years 3(4.2) 0(0)
9 years 14(19.4) 1(0.8)
12 years 37 (51.4) 10 (7.5)
>16 years 1(15.3) 118 (88.7)
Missing 7(9.7) 4(3.0)
Mother <6 years 1(1.4) 1(0.8)
9 years 1(15.3) 1(0.8)
12 years 39 (54.2) 20 (15.0)
>16 years 11 (15.3) 107 (80.5)
Missing 10 (13.9) 4(3.0)
Person who responds the K-CBCL
Father 34 (47.2) 21 (15.8)
Mother 31 (43.1) 112 (84.3)
And so on 7(9.7)

CTQ : Childhood Trauma Questionnaire, SD : standard deviation, N : number, economic state : adolescents’ subjective rate, K-CB-

CL : Korean Child Behavior Checklist

Table 2. Comparison between subscale score of K-YSR and K-CBCL

subscal All Delinquent adolescent General adolescent
upscale
t df t df t df
Social competence
Social —4.723" 204 —.634 71 —-5.766" 132
School —2.588* 204 5.686" 71 -13.118" 132
Behavior problem
Withdrawn 5.5597 204 -.639 71 8.376" 132
Somatic complaints 8.459" 204 3.274" 71 8.609" 132
Anxious/Depressed 6.902" 204 429 71 9.232" 132
Social problems 6.006" 204 2.307* 71 6.1517 132
Thought problems 3.934" 204 —1.254 71 8.007" 132
Attention problems 4.992" 204 —2.636" 71 10.1347 132
Delinquent behavior 2.090* 204 -5.290" 71 9.272" 132
Aggressive behavior 9.278" 204 1.512 71 11.484" 132
Internalizing problems 1.804 204 -3.048" 71 5.352" 132
Externalizing problems 2.651" 204 -2.782" 71 6.230° 132

*1p<.05 T :p<.01, f :p<.00l.ttest on groups differences between delinquent and general adolescents’ K-YSR and K-CBCL,

K-YSR : Korean Youth Self-Report, K-CBCL : Korean Child Behavior Checklist
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Table 3. Correlation between subscale scores of K-YSR and K-
CBCL
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Table 4. Correlation between scores of CTQ and K-YSR

CTQ score of CTQ score
delinquent general
adolescent adolescent

(N=144) (N=266)
Social competence
Social -.335" -.168
School -.099 —-.085
Behavior problem
Withdrawn 254* .233*
Somatic complaints .148 215*%
Anxious/Depressed 252* 283"
Social problems 177 .202*
Thought problems 097 240"
Attention problems 193 3777
Delinquent behavior 236* 281"
Aggressive behavior .235* A71%
Internalizing problems 137 4157
Externalizing problems 192 274"

1 p<.05 T :p<.01.CTIQ : Childhood Trauma Questionnaire,
K-YSR : Korean Youth Self-Report

Table 5. Correlation between scores of CTQ and K-CBCL

Delinquent General Delinquent General
Subscale adolescent adolescent adolescent adolescent
group (N=144)  group (N=266) (N=144) (N=266)
Social competence Social competence
Social —.048 .220* Social -.155 -.229"
School 094 562" School -.123 .038
Behavior problem Behavior problem
Withdrawn .061 177* Withdrawn .060 .207*
Somatic complaints 154 255" Somatic complaints 175 .138
Anxious/Depressed 101 3017 Anxious/Depressed 173 175*
Social problems 3297 270" Social problems -.017 191*
Thought problems .082 227" Thought problems 153 139
Attention problems 145 402" Attention problems .042 .209*
Delinquent behavior 350" 275" Delinquent behavior 181 .206*
Aggressive behavior 231 277" Aggressive behavior .083 313"
Internalizing problems .253* 3487 Internalizing problems 192 260"
Externalizing problems 3717 2377 Externalizing problems 141 294"

x* 1 p<.05 T : p<.01.K-YSR : Korean Youth Self-Report, K-CBCL :
Korean Child Behavior Checklist

1 p<.05 T : p<.01.CTQ : Childhood Trauma Questionnaire,
K-CBCL : Korean Child Behavior Checklist
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