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Most preschool children in Korea attend kindergarten (KG) or a child care center (CCC). CCCs, which focus on caring for the child,
belong to the ministry of health and welfare. On the other hand, KGs are responsible for education, and belong to the ministry of educa-
tion, science and technology. In order to resolve the decline in population due to low birthrates, the government is expanding the free
child care and education policies. CCCs and KGs are combined together to form the “NURI curriculum’ and supporting funds have been
increased in both governmental departments. In addition, economic support is provided for homeschooling households. Because this is
a nationwide policy and applies to every single household, thorough preparation regarding the effect and side effects must be made. This
policy is currently being implemented, and as child and adolescent psychiatrists, great consideration should be given to the influence on
the population. Therefore, the Korean Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry intends to investigate the effects and problems of
the nationwide policy by analyzing the current condition of Korea’s free child care and education and foreign policies. In the current pa-
per, we reviewed the developmental process of Korea’s free child care and education policy, as well as suggested future directions.
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Table 2. License acquisition and training course for kindergarten teacher and daycare center teacher

Kindergarten teacher

Daycare center teacher

Legal basis Early childhood education act

Ministry concerned
Eligibility rule Article 22 (qualification of teacher)
License acquisition
and technology
Minimum educational
requirement
Division of license

education (or more)

assistant director, director
Training institution
(in 2, 3, 4-year course college)
Department of children education
(in 4-year course college)
Teacher fraining

course profession course, major course
Must complete given credits in accordance
with each courses
Note

required

Ministry of education, science and technology

Credentialed by ministry of education, science
Junior college graduate of early childhood
2nd/1st class regular kindergarten teacher,

Department of early childhood education

Divided by liberal arts course, teaching

Infant care act

Ministry of health and welfare

Article 21 (qualification of daycare center director,
and teacher)

Credentialed by minister of health and welfare

Highschool graduate (or more)
3rd/2nd/1st class daycare center teacher, director

Daycare center teacher training institution (1 year)

Department of infant care (in 2, 3-year course college)

Department of children education (in 4-year course
college)

Certified as 2nd class daycare center teacher after
completing 5 required courses, and 7 optional
courses given with child care and teaching practice
(Certified by completing courses regardless of major)

Certified as 3rd class daycare center teacher after
completing 18 required courses, and 7 optional
courses given with child care and teaching practice
in the daycare center teacher training institution

16—23 Credits of teaching profession course are Teaching profession course are not required

Citation from “A Study of Awareness between the Teachers and Parents of Kindergartens and Daycare Centers on the University
System of Early Childhood Education and Day Care. Written by An SH. [Master's thesis]. Seoul: Dongguk Univ.;2012" and translation
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