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A Qualitative Study on Adult Learners' Learning Experience
Typology in Humanities & General Education

Mi-Jeong KIM - Jung-Hee LEE - Young-Sik AHN'
(Dong-Eui University)

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate adult learners' experience by studying
Humanities & General Education and get to know types and characteristics by classifying
their learning experiences. This study uses grounded theory method which is suitable to
investigate subjective experiences. In this study, data is collected from 13 adult learners
by using Focus Group Interview (FGI) who participate in learning experience of Humanities
& General Education of D university in Busan region. The data is categorized by open
coding, axial coding and selective coding based on data analysis method of grounded theory
and analysis processes.

This study provides several outcomes as follows: 113 concepts, 38 subcategories and 16
upper categories are derived through the process of abbreviation and categorization of
learning experience of Humanities & General Education. In a process of learning
experience, this study shows interrelationship in a frame of paradigm and derives results
of a process of abbreviation and categorization casual condition, contextual condition,
phenomenon and interaction (help/obstruction factor).

Tree types of learning experiences and characteristics are drawn as follows: 1)
"Self—realization" is the type who participate in Humanities & General Education with
desire of learning and they want to find identity and plan detailed future. 2) "The pursuit
of happiness" has less desire on learning than "self—realization" and they are types who
participate in Humanities & General Education because of someone else's help and
suggestion. 3) "Local community" is the type who participate in Humanities & General
Education because they feel necessity of social role and they expect local development
based on their interest in local community. Several conclusions and suggestions are
provided for further studies.

Key words : Adult learner, Humanities & General Education, Typology, Learning experience
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