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Nanotechnology Risk Governance in Korea

Eun-sung Kim

Abstract : This article explores the risk governance of nanotechnology in Korea in
light of a regulatory law approach, a soft law approach, and a participatory governance
approach. The risk governance of nanotechnology in Korea has three characteristics.
First, there are many existing regulatory laws that can be applied to the regulation of
nanotechnology. However, these laws have exemptions, the extent of which are larger
than that of the Europe and the United States. Second, the soft law approach is the most
prevalent risk policy in Korea at present, but is limited because it is being driven by the
government without active, voluntary participation of relevant companies. Third, no case
of participatory governance took place when it comes to nanotechnology technology
assessment. As policy recommendations to improve Korean nanotechnology risk
governance, this article suggests pre-market screening, mandatory governmental
registration of nanomaterials, transition management of code of conduct, and the design
of Interdisciplinary research and development project for real-time technology

assessment.

Key Words : nanotechnology, risk policy, regulation, soft law, participatory governance,

technology assessment
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