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Movie {Broken Arrow)'s Emotional Ambivalence
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Abstract

Movie captured audience’s whole sense organs to the screen which is made up of visual
story-telling decorated by color, sound, and smell. The audience rediscovered native
emotions(pleasure, fear, terror) suppressed and left in the compressed world of space and time, that
is to say a movie world separated from the real world, by being immersed in the movie story. This
study revealed audience’s feelings of pleasure and fear by analyzing the movie <Broken Arrow>.
First of all, the pleasure would be discussed in terms of Nietzsche's "the will to power.” Nietzsche
defined something to breathe, move, and will as being alive, and he insisted that its power to life
is "the will to power.” Human beings wish to have power and want to increase it: pleasure, the real
motivation of human behaviors and phenomena. The movie <Broken Arrow> well revealed the
pleasure by showing nonperson’s challenge and victory against social rulers. Second, the fear and
terror of the audience will be discussed in terms of <Name-of-the-Father> in Lacan’s
psychoanalysis. Lacan extended Freud's id, ego, and superego into the worlds of reality, imagine,
and symbol, and suggested a father in symbol world among those worlds. He suggested
<Name-of-the-Father> as a basic and connecting instrument of the socialization just like Signifié
and Signifiant, Saussure’ basic linguistic structure in TCours de lingustique générale; (1916).
Because father is the symbol and the metaphor of law, the absence of him and resistance against
him means obstacles of social stabilization. Finally this paper will also discuss that the fear from
the absence of law and the pleasure provoked by self-preserving instincts, that is to say natural
feelings, are connected to values of progressivism and conservatism.
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