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ABSTRACT

This study is about the periodic characteristics of Wonsam in the jJoseon Dynasty. Wonsam in-
clude the Danryeong-shaped Wonsam in the beginning, the compound Wonsam in a period of
transition and the stereotyped Wonsam in the late Joseon Dynasty. The formative characteristics
of Wonsam are divided into four stages. The first stage of the Wonsam is from the 15th to 16th
century. The shape of Wonsam began to form and it was similar to one of Danryeong during
this time. The formative characteristics of the first Wonsam included collars that looked like one
of Danryeong, side pleats(called Moo) with multiple inner folds, straight cylinder-shaped sleeves,
and a belt tied with the Wonsam. There were various fabrics that were used for the Wonsam
from this stage. Second stage of the Wonsam is from the early 17th to mid 17th century. This
period marked the beginning of the transition of the Wonsam and it served as a stepping-stone
to the development stage in the jJoseon Dynasty. The characteristics of the transitional Wonsam
were a complex combination of the Danryeong and Wonsam. During this period, the Wonsam
went through many changes and forms in a short period of time. Third stage of the Wonsam is
from the mid 17th to early 19th century. The Wonsam was developed at this stage. The devel-
oped Wonsam went through a period of transition equipped with a stable form. The formative
characteristics of Wonsam during this period included collars that faced each other, big and wide
sleeves with multicolored stripes, Hansam, curve-edged side seam and the side pleats(Moo) with
multiple inner folds had disappeared. It was a turning point from the single-layered clothes to
double layered clothes and from dark blue to green color appeared at this time. The fabric pat-
terns of this stage tended to consist of more simplified silk pattern. The fourth stage of the
Wonsam is from the late 19th to 20th century. The Wonsam was expanded at this stage. The
formative characteristics and fabrics were typically used for the standard Wonsam and were div-
ided into two types; as a ceremonial robe used in courts and a wedding ceremonial robe for the
common people. Phenomena such as sewing of double-layered clothes as one and straight-edged
side seam during the late Joseon period developed into simpler and more practical fashion culture.
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