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A Study of License acquisition Method Supporting Mutual
Compatibility of EPUB-based eBook DRM
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Abstract The study of the compatibility of EPUB DRM, granted by the Korea Copyright Commission, as a
CT R & D project (Project Title: Development of standard reference software technology for the International
Standard EPUB-based eBook DRM) developed standards such as profile standards for encryption, digital
signature and authentication certificates and standards for technical terms of rights information. In 2012, these
four standards have been established as the Korean Industrial Standards under the names of ‘Encryption
specification for EPUB DRM,’ ‘the Digital signature specification for EPUB DRM,’ ‘the Certificate specification
for EPUB DRM,” and ‘Definitions of Right Terms for EPUB DRM’ through the ODPF(Open Digital
Standardization Forum) and the TTA(Telecommunications Technology Association). In spite of the establishment
of the eBook DRM standards, however, the absence of the standard technology which supports the compatibility
for issues and changes of licenses makes it unable to use eBooks served by different eBook distributors. This
study tries to investigate technological approaches to methods of license issues supporting eBook DRM
compatibility on the basis of the above-mentioned four EPUB DRM standards and to provide an industrially
accepted technological model.
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