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Abstract

Why Should the ROK Navy Maintain the Course

toward the Construction of a Mobile Task Fleet?

¢ From the perspectives of Capability, Doctrine, and the
Organizational Identity

Lee Sang-Yup®

This paper asks whether the Republic of Korea (ROK) Navy should
continue to focus on building ocean—going naval ships when it faces the
threats of North Korean provocations in littoral areas, My position is that
the ROK Navy should keep pursuing ocean—going capabilities, I provide
explanations why it should do so from the perspectives of three important
dimensions: capability, doctrine, and organizational identity,

First, I argue that the distinction between a littoral navy and an
ocean—going navy is an unnecessary dichotomy, It may lead to inefficiency
in national security, The military posture should be designed in a way that
it can address all external threats to national security regardless of
whether they are from North Korea or not, Such capability is the one that
the ROK Navy has tried to acquire with the 'Blue Water Navy' initiative
since the 1990s, Second, also from the perspective of lately developed
military doctrines that emphasize jointness and precision strike capability,
ocean—going capabilities such as the mobile task fleet program have become
a must, not an option, given today's security situations on and around the
Korean peninsula, Lastly, I draw attention to the fact that the 'Blue Water
Navy (BWN)' initiative meant more than just capability to the ROK navy,
The BWN represents the ROK navy's organizational identity that the navy

* Lieutenant Commander, the Republic of Korea Navy, Executive Officer, ROKS Jung Woon
Masters in International Relations, Columbia University, Ph, D, in Political Science,
Rutgers University



has defined since the 1980s as it emphasized promoting national interest and
international standing as part of its organizational essence, Furthermore, the
phrase ‘blue water navy took on symbolic meanings to the people that are
associated with South Korean—ness including sovereignty, national pride,
standing in the world and hopes for the future,

Since 1990s, many scholars and experts have made the case for the
necessity of improving South Korea's naval capability based on different
rationales, They emphasized the protection of Sea Lines of Communication
(SLOCs), the economic value of the sea, the potential danger associated with
territorial disputes over islands, and increasing naval power of neighboring
countries since the end of the Cold War, This paper adds to this debate by
trying to explain the matter with different factors including naval doctrines
and organizational identity, Particularly, this paper constitutes a unique
endeavor in that it incorporating constructivist elements (that is, identity

politics) in explaining a national security matter,



