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- Focusing on the Literature from the Eastern Han Dynasty to the Northern and
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the layout of Early Chinese Buddhist Temples from the Eastern Han
Dynasty to the Northern and Southern Dynasties. The results are as follows:

1) In the Eastern Han Dynasty and Three Kingdoms Period, the layout of Temples was a pagoda-centered
system which had one-courtyard. The layout of Temples in this period was still under the influence of Indian
Temples.

2) In the Western and Eastern Jin Dynasties, the layout of Temples was still a pagoda-centered system.
However, many buildings began to appear in Temples after the mid-4th century. In the Eastern Jin Dynasty,
Twin pagodas started to appear in Temples.

3) In the Northern and Southern Dynasties, there were many layout types, but the main form was the layout
of front Pagoda and rear Buddhist Hall. The layout of Temples in this period was in a transition stage, which
evolved from a pagoda-centered Temple which had one-courtyard and after developed into a Buddhist
Hall-centered Temple which had multi-courtyard.
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