Pt=l TALA - QR Z YT X
Korean J Hosp Palliat Care Vol. 16, No. 1, 10-19, March 2013 pISSN 1229-1285 - eISSN 2287-6189

Original Article

FY X[ UME[Q HALA XTFALR; A2

a

MU A QO] 1| Af]

Assessment of the Effect of a Public Health Clinics’ Home-Based
Terminal Cancer Patient Management in Collaboration with a
Regional Cancer Center

Haa-Na Song, M.D., Myoung Hee Kang, M.D., Gyeong Won Lee, M.D.,
Hoon Gu Kim, M.D., Won Sup Lee, M.D., Jung Hun Kang, M.D,
Yoon Sik Kang, M.D.* and Young Eun, PhD."

Departments of Internal Medicine, *Preventive Medicine, Gyeongsang National University School of Medicine,
TCollege of Nursing, Gyeongsang National University, Jinju, Korea

Purpose: Home-based care providers were surveyed to assess the effect of collaborative service between Gyeongnam
Regional Cancer Center (GRCC) and public health centers (PHCs) in Gyeongnam province. Methods: Twenty
home-based care providers who had previously participated in the GRCC-PHC care project were recruited from
nine PHCs and were surveyed using a questionnaire developed by specialists. Questions were rated using the 5-point
Likert scale ranging from “strongly disagree (—2)” to “strongly agree (+2)” and each score was multiplied by
the corresponding number of respondents (n=20) with the maximum score of 40. Results: Between January 2008
and December 2011, 73 patients were registered to the collaborative service: 72 by GRCC and one by PHC.
Home-based care providers marked the highest score (23 points) to “The collaborative service contributed to patients
and their family’s psychological stability” and the lowest score (11 points) to “The collaborative service was
generally helpful for home-based cancer management.” For possible suggestions to improve the service, the highest
score (35 points) was given to “Simplification of the hospitalization process” followed by “Substantial benefits for
patients at their visit to the hospital” (34 points). Conclusion: The results revealed several limitations of the
GRCC-PHC collaborative care service for terminal cancer patients. The service could be further improved by
developing measures to address the limitations and a service model tailored to region-specific needs.
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Table 1, Patient Characteristics (N=73).
Characteristics Categories N (%)
Sex Male 45 (62%)
Female 28 (38%)
Age <65 36 (49%)
=65 37 (51%)
Median (range) 65 (32~87)
Primary organ Hepatobiliary 15 (21%)
Lung 13 (18%)
Colorectal 12 (16%)
Gastric 11 (15%)
Head and neck 6 (8%)
Hematologic 5 (7%)
Gynecologic 2 (3%)
Others 9 (12%)
PS (ECOG)* <1 17 (23%)
>1 56 (77%)
Enrollment institution Grect 72 (97%)
Public health center 1 3%)

*PS (ECOG): Performance status (Eastern Cooperative Oncology
Group), TGRCC: Gyeongnam Regional Cancer Center.

Table 2. Characteristics of Persons in Charge of Home Based Cancer
Care and Liaised Patients.

Characteristics Categories N=20 %

Age 31~40 1 5
41~50 15 75

51~60 4 20

Certificate Nurse 10 50
Others 10 50

Work experience (years) <2 16 80
2~5 4 20

No patients for liaised service 1~2 7 35
3~4 7 35

5~6 3 15

7~9 3 15

No of patient visit (times/month) 1~2 15 75
3~5 5 25

Workload (No of responsible <50 6 30
home-based cancer patients) 51~100 8 40
101~200 3 15

201~300 3 15
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Figure 2, Evaluation of liaison service between GRCC and home-
based cancer care.
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Figure 3. Suggestions for the improvement of liaison service.
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Appendix 1. Questionnaire for the Assessment of Collaboration between Regional Cancer Center and of Public Health Clinics.
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